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Mayor  
Jeff Nelson
 
Good Day 
Neighbor,

The Town is work-
ing diligently to address safety con-
cerns along both Griffin Road and 
Stirling Road as requested by resi-
dents. Unfortunately we lost two of 
our neighbors when their cars went 
into the canal along western Griffin 
Road. Because Griffin Road is main-
tained by Broward County, we urged 
them to install guardrails there be-
fore another tragedy occurred.  In a 
collaborative effort, we worked with 
the County and the South Florida 
Water Management District to get 
this safety concern addressed as 
quickly as possible. The guardrails 
are being installed along Griffin 
Road from Bonaventure Boulevard 
west to SW 209th Avenue.  We antici-
pate completion by June 7th. On Stir-
ling Road, the Town has received 
funding from the state to complete 
the guardrail project along Stirling 
Road. Phase I of the project, which 
installed guardrails from SW 130th 
Avenue to SW 142nd Avenue, has al-
ready been completed.  Phase II of 
this project will install guardrails 
between the 12600 Block of Stirling 
Road to SW 130th Avenue and from 
SW 142nd Avenue to SW 148th Ave-
nue.    

On another note, we had some great 
events in Town recently including 
the Southwest Ranches Parks Foun-
dation Chili Cook Off, and the Rolling 
Oaks Easter Egg Hunt. More events 
are slated, so keep an eye on future 
newsletters.      

A perennial event that I am so proud 
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Mayor’s Message COUNCIL MEMBERS

Council Member  
Steve Breitkreuz

When you arrive 
in Southwest 
Ranches, by most 
indicators, you 

know it! Even traveling by air, during 
the day you see that large green 
patch. At night you see that area 
where nary a light can be seen.  
When you drive through town, the 
open spaces are dramatically 
different than the surrounding 
communities.  However, as we work 
to build and maintain our rural 
lifestyle, something struck me as 
very un-rural and I would like to get 
your input on changing that.

We literally have signs all around 
town displaying this un-rural 
characteristic. On my street, that 
sign says 195th Terrace.  When I see a 
sign such as 195th, I picture the 
suburbs of a city, not a rural 
community. A good portion of our 
town has already resolved this issue 
by having named their roads with 
equestrian or rural names. I am 
proposing that the rest of the town 
have the opportunity to do the same.

Not that this would be dictated to 
any road, it would certainly be up to 
the residents of that road. And 
certainly picking a name would not 
be easy and we are still working on 
the mechanics and guidelines 
associated with that process.  
However, where there is a will there 
is a way, I believe that this is a big 
step toward building the sense of 
community that is so important to 
Southwest Ranches.

I would like to get your input as to 

of is the upcoming Schools and Edu-

cation Advisory Board College Schol-

arship Fundraiser and Food Truck 

Event on Saturday May 14th. The 

proceeds of the event will benefit 

Southwest Ranches high school se-

niors and college students by provid-

ing a financial scholarship to help 

offset college costs. Please come out 

and enjoy yourselves at this great 

event.  There will be music, auctions 

for great prizes, and even a petting 

zoo for the kids. I hope to see you 

there.

It is an honor and pleasure to serve 

you!

Jeff

Town
Talk 

Want to stay in  touch and 
receive information on 
TOWN EVENTS?  
Send your email address to: 
isolera@southwestranches.org.

Mini-Flow:
Florida Licensing on Wheels

If you need to renew or replace your 
Florida Driver’s License, Identification 

Card or Tag and Registration, then 
come on down to Town Hall. The 
Department of Motorist Services 
Mini-FLOW Florida Licensing on 

Wheels will be at Town Hall: 

May 26th - From 9:30 - 2:30



3

moving forward with this process.  I 

am working with the administration 

to put together a plan for how to 

accomplish this and you will be 

hearing more in the coming months.  

However, if you have thoughts, I 

would love to hear from you. Either 

send me an email at sbreitkreuz@

southwestranches.org or call me at 

954-296-6018. I would very much like 

to hear your thoughts. Step by step, 

let’s fight to keep and enhance our 

rural lifestyle.

    by Russell Muñiz

Brief legislation from 
the March 10, 2016 Town 

Council meeting:

• Adopted Resolution 2016-26 
urging the immediate release of 

Robert Levinson from Iran.

Brief legislation from the 
March 24, 2016 Town Council 
meeting:

• Adopted Resolution 2016-27 
authorizing a third modification 

to the agreement with Cleaning 

Systems Inc. 

Clerk’s Corner

SWR s t ic kers  are  mad e for  res idents  by  the 
Country  Es tates  Homeowners  Associat ion .  
S t ic ker ’s  are  $ 1  eac h and  are  avai lable  at 

Town Hal l ,  13 40 0  Gr i f f in  Rd .

Show Your Town Spirit

Council Member
Freddy Fisikelli

I believe one of 

the most impor-

tant subjects is 

the proposed one cent sales tax which 

will be on the November ballot. In 

order for this to be accepted and 

passed they must present a plan for 

spending this money. One of the 

choices is the Transportation Surtax.  

This is the one recommended by the 

Broward MPO Board and the Bro-

ward County Commission with a rev-

enue split of 70% to the County and 

30% to the municipalities.  This will 

benefit the lower income class who 

are most user of public transporta-

tion on the other hand there are 

those that believe it should be used 

for other things.

F.S. 212.055 provides two types dis-

cretionary Sales surtaxes: transpor-

tation or infrastructure. Essentially 

the transportation surtax would pro-

vide   100% of revenue to the county, 

and the county would use these pro-

ceeds for traffic related projects such 

as bus systems, fixed guideway rapid 

transit  systems, on-demand trans-

portation services and roads and 

bridges. The infrastructure tax would 

provide 40% of the revenue to the 

county and 60% would be distributed 

to the municipalities based on the 

population.

PS don’t forget Mother’s Day is com-

ing up.
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Around the Town
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Town Hall News
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Around the Town

All photos courtesy  of  
BOB HARTMANN
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The Town welcomes our new Town Engineer Rod Ley. Rod has had a 

successful career working in local government as well as in the private 

sector. He is extremely experienced with drainage issues and will be a great 

asset to the Town. We look forward to working with him. If you have a 

question or concern that he can assist with, please let him know. 

The Town also wishes long time employee (and former resident) Juanita 

Romance all the best as she 

transitions into retirement. 

Juanita joined the Town staff 

in 2007 and wore many hats 

in the time she was here. If 

you had any dealings with 

Town Hall over that time, 

chances are you spoke with 

Juanita!

COMINGS AND GOINGS...

Around the Town
A Message from Our Town Administrator...
Andy Berns

Photo courtesy  of  BOB HARTMANN

Southwest Ranches FIRE RESCUE
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Hurricane make-up days in order of preference: 2/26/15, 3/19/15 *Year-Round Schools Follow Different Calendar.

FRIDAY, MAY 27th - EMPLOYEE PLANNING DAY - NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS
MONDAY, MAY 30th - SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED

2016 School Calendar
 Broward County 

Public Schools*

Around the Town

On Saturday March 12, 2016, Southwest Ranches was once 
again represented at Water Matters Day at Tree Tops Park 
in Davie. 

The Town has sponsored Broward County's signature 
environmental event, participating annually for 14 years.  
This year, nearly 3,700 residents and visitors received the 
message of our County’s shared commitment to water 
protection and conservation. Fifty-Seven educational and 
interactive booths gave visitors an opportunity to learn 
about water conservation, environmental stewardship, and 
how to conserve water and enhance water quality while 
creating attractive landscapes that are beneficial for native 
wildlife.

Southwest Ranches once again brought the message of 
conservation to residents by creating our celebrated 
demonstration garden highlighting Florida-friendly 

landscaping principles and easy ways to create 

backyard wildlife habitats. Our display offers visual tips 

and ideas for visitors to emulate in their own yards with a 

take-home message that creating backyard wildlife habitat 

is beneficial, easy, and attractive.

The Town’s elaborate display is set up and taken back 

down again in 24 hours using loaned materials from local 

nurseries such as Prestige Growers and Bushel Stop.  In the 

midst of the busy and exciting Water Matters Day event, 

the Southwest Ranches garden provides visitors a lovely 

space to sit and relax, and receives rave reviews before, 

during and after the event.  If you missed the 14th Annual 

Water Matters Day event, don’t miss the chance to join us 

next year and see it for yourself!
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Month Area 3 (Wednesday Only) Area 2 (Tuesday Only) Area 1 (Monday Only)
May 16 5/11/16 – 5/25/16 5/10/16 – 5/24/16 5/9/16 – 5/23/16

June 16  6/8/16 – 6/22/16 6/7/16 – 6/21/16  6/6/16 – 6/20/16

Area 3 Area 2 Area 1
Wednesday & Saturday Tuesday & Friday Monday & Thursday

RECYCLE collection occurs once per week:
• Area 1 every Monday • Area 2 every Tuesday • Area 3 every Wednesday

Household Hazardous 
Waste, Electronics & 
Bulk Drop Off Event
& Shred-A-Thon
NOTE: Event may be 
canceled due to rain, 
excessive winds or 
other hazardous 
conditions as determined by 
the Town.
A new service provided for Town 
Residents only!
Location: Rolling Oaks Park, 
17630 SW 56th St., SW Ranches.
Proof of Residency is required

SAT., JULY 9th and OCT. 8th

(LIMIT 4 TIRES PER HOUSEHOLD)
Shred-A-Thon 10 AM – 2 PM
(LIMIT 4 BOXES)
For more info call Town Hall 
(954) 434-0008

TOWN OF SOUTHWEST RANCHES - Waste Col lection Map & Schedule
MAKE SURE YOUR GARBAGE, BULK AND RECYCLE ARE OUT BEFORE 7 AM

Around the Town

W a s t e  C o l l e c t i o n

,

.
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• TOWN HALL CLOSED

M
ay

• Flow Mobile
DMV Services
Town Hall
9:30 am - 2:30 pm
• TOWN COUNCIL 
MEETING 7 pm

• Schools & Education 
Advisory Board 
Town Hall 7 pm

• Parks Recreation
and Opens Space
Advisory Board 
Town Hall 7 pm

• Rural Public
Arts & Design Board 
Meeting
Town Hall 7 pm

• Code Hearing
Town Hall - 9 am

• Tentative Fire 
Advisory Board
Town Hall 7 pm

AREA 1 BULK AREA 3 BULKAREA 2 BULK

AREA 1 BULK AREA 3 BULKAREA 2 BULK

• Drainage and
Infrastructure
Advisory Board
Town Hall 7 pm

• Comprehensive 
Planning Advisory 
Board Meeting 
Town Hall 7 pm

• Rolling Oaks
Civic Assn.
Rolling Oaks Barn
17630 SW 56 St 7 pm

• Sunshine Ranches 
Homeowner Assn.
Town Hall 7:30

• TOWN COUNCIL 
MEETING 7 pm

• SWR Parks 
Foundation - Town 
Hall - 7 pm
• Country Estates - HOA
Grace Baptist Church - 
19200 Griffin Rd. - 7 pm

Calendars

 S      M      T      W      T      F      S
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* S c h e d u l e d  m e e t i n g s  a t  t i m e  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n .  I t e m s  s u b j e c t  t o  c h a n g e .
Residential Bulk may be placed in the Swale the Saturday before 
your scheduled Bulk Collection Day. (Ord 2008-07)

• Rural Public Arts
& Design Advisory
Meeting
Town Hall 7 pm

SEAB Food 
Truck Event
Sunshine Ranches 
Equestrian Park 
5:00 pm - 9:00 pm

• Code Hearing
Town Hall 9 amJu

ne

• Flow Mobile
DMV Services
Town Hall
9:30 am - 2:30 pm
• TOWN COUNCIL 
MEETING 7 pm

• Schools & Education 
Advisory Board 
Town Hall 7 pm

• Parks Recreation
and Opens Space
Advisory Board 
Town Hall 7 pm

• Tentative Fire 
Advisory Board
Town Hall 7 pm

AREA 1 BULK AREA 3 BULKAREA 2 BULK

AREA 1 BULK AREA 3 BULKAREA 2 BULK

• Drainage and
Infrastructure
Advisory Board
Town Hall 7 pm

• AARP Identity 
Theft Fraud 
Seminar
Town Hall - 10 am

• Comprehensive 
Planning Advisory 
Board Meeting 
Town Hall 7 pm

• Rolling Oaks
Civic Assn.
Rolling Oaks Barn
17630 SW 56 St - 7 pm

• Broward County Property 
Appraiser Town Hall 
11:30 - 1 pm

• Sunshine Ranches 
Homeowner Assn.
Town Hall 7:30

• TOWN COUNCIL 
MEETING 7 pm

• SWR Parks  Foundation
Town  Hall - 7 pm
• Country Estates - HOA
Grace Baptist Church 
19200 Griffin Rd. - 7 pm



Town Hall: 13400 Griffin Road / Southwest Ranches, FL 33330 • Phone: (954) 434-0008 • Fax: (954) 434-1490

Town Hall Office Hours: Monday - Friday / 8:30 am - 5:00 pm • Town Website: www.southwestranches.org

Elected Officials
	 Mayor Jeff Nelson			   (954) 343-7472	 jnelson@swranches.org
	 Vice Mayor Doug McKay 		  (954) 343-7462	 dmckay@swranches.org
	 Council Member Freddy Fisikelli		  (954) 343-7461	 ffisikelli@swranches.org
	 Council Member Gary Jablonski		  (954) 343-7456	 gjablonski@swranches.org
	 Council Member Steve Breitkreuz 		  (954) 343-7447	 sbreitkreuz@swranches.org 	

Town Staff
	 Town Administrator, Andy Berns 		  (954) 434-0008 	 aberns@swranches.org
	 Administrative Coordinator to the 
	 Town Administrator, Danielle Caban 	 (954) 434-0008 	 dcaban@southwestranches.org
	 Assistant Town Administrator/Town Clerk, 
	 Russell Muñiz, MMC			   (954) 434-0008	 rmuniz@southwestranches.org
	 Records Coordinator, Ivette Solera		  (954) 434-0008	 isolera@southwestranches.org
	 General Services Manager, Sandy Luongo	 (954) 434-0008	 sluongo@southwestranches.org
	 Administrative Coordinator, Susan Kutz	 (954) 434-0008	 skutz@southwestranches.org
	 Town Financial Administrator, 		

	 Martin Sherwood, CPA, CGMA, CGFO	 (954) 434-0008	 msherwood@southwestranches.org
	 Town Controller, Rich Strum	 (954) 434-0008	 rstrum@southwestranches.org
	 Accounting Clerk, Mara Semper		  (954) 434-0008	 msemper@southwestranches.org
	 Town Attorney, Keith Poliakoff	 (954) 434-0008
	 Town Engineer, Rod Ley, PE, LEED AP, CPESC	 (954) 434-0008	 rley@southwestranches.org
	 Engineer 1, Philip Chorath, E.I.	 (954) 434-0008	 pchorath@southwestranches.org
	 Community Services Coordinator, Emily McCord	 (954) 343-7453	 emccord@swranches.org
	 Parks, Recreation, Open Space Coordinator,

	 December Lauretano-Haines, CPRP	 (954) 343-7452	 dlauretano@swranches.org
	 Building Department/Permitting	 M-F  9:00 am - 4:00 pm
	 Digna Regus			   (954) 343-7445/Fax: (954) 434-1490	 dregus@capfla.net
	 Lisa Reices Nicasio			   (954) 655-3721		

Planning			   M-F  9:00 am - 5:00 pm			 
	 The Mellgren Planning Group		  (954) 475-3070, ext 803
Zoning, Permitting & Certificate of Use	 (954) 434-0008		  zoninginfo@swranches.org
Code Services, Inc.	 	
Code Compliance: 
	 Enforcement Director, Robert Solera             	 (954) 343-7440                   		  rsolera@swranches.org
	 Code Enforcement Officer, Julio Medina                  	 (954) 343-7458                   		  jmedina@swranches.org
	 Administrative Coordinator, Yanni Marin	 (954) 343-7459		  ymarin@swranches.org	

Public Safety
	 Emergency	 	 	 911
	 CSA Bill Gallagher at Town Hall	 8:30 am - 5 pm     (954) 693-8352                  		  william_gallagher@davie-fl.gov
	 Non-Emergency			   (954) 764-4357 (HELP)
	 Davie Police Department		  (954) 693-8200
	 Davie Fire Rescue Station 112		  (954) 680-0020
	 Southwest Ranches Volunteer Fire Rescue	 (954) 434-8232

Traffic and Roadway Services (To Report Signs Down - Potholes)
	 Potholes and Signs: Philip Chorath		 (954) 343-7441		  pchorath@southwestranches.org

Waste/Bulk/Recycling Services (Residential & Commercial)
	 Southern Waste Systems, (SWS) LLC	 (888) 800-7732

Water Districts - Canals (Permits)	
	 Central Broward Water Control District	 (954) 432-5110		  www.centralbrowardwcd.org

	 East of SW 148 Avenue (Volunteer)
	 South Broward Drainage District		  (954) 680-3337		  www.sbdd.org

	 West of SW 148 Avenue (Volunteer)
	 Mosquito Control		   	 (954) 765-4062

In Touch
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Time Sensitive Material!!!

Town of Southwest Ranches

13400 Griffin Road

Southwest Ranches, FL 33330
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Click on QR CODE to visit us at    www.SOUTHWESTRANCHES.org


