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Mayor  
Jeff Nelson
 
Good Day 

Neighbor, 

As Spring approaches I wish to tell 

you about a wonderful new safety 

program that will benefit all 

Broward County residents. The 

Yellow Dot program was recently 

initiated by Broward County Mayor  

Martin Kiar. The Yellow Dot 

program is designed to assist 

Broward County residents and first 

responders in the event of an 

automobile crash or other medical 

emergency involving the 

participant’s vehicle. The program 

can help save lives by improving 

communication at a time when 

accident victims may be unable to 

communicate for themselves.  

Motorists fill out an informational 

card that they leave in the glove 

compartment. They also place a 

yellow dot on their back windshield 

which advises first responders that 

they are participating in the 

program. The best part – the 

program is free. Visit our website for 

more information, or come by Town 

Hall to pick up your decal and 

information card.     

Lastly I wish you all a Happy Easter, 

Happy Saint Patrick’s Day, Purim, 

and a happy and safe Spring Break 

to all of our students. 

As always, it is an honor and 

pleasure to serve you!

Jeff
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Mayor’s Message COUNCIL MEMBERS

Council Member  
Steve Breitkreuz

At the direction of 
the Town Council, 
the Comprehensive 
Planning Board is 

once again taking up the topic of the 
appropriate land use for the most 
western section of our town. 
Specifically they are looking at the 
land use for the properties on the 
east side of US 27.  The land use is the 
most general description of what a 
certain section of property can be 
used for.  Once that is in place, even 
a town ordinance can not be in 
conflict with the Land Use.

Current about half of that section 
along US27 is privately owned and 
half of it is owned by the State of 
Florida, specifically the South Florida 
Water Management District.  
However, the State property has been 
surplused by the state which means 
that it is on the list to be sold.  So, 
that could increase the pressure to 
develop that land in one fashion or 
another.

The reason why the Council has 
asked the Comp Board to review the 
land use is because, first and 
foremost, we want to get out in front 
of any specific plans that might be 
submitted to the Town.  It is better to 
make the decision that regarding 
how this property should be 
developed rather than possibly 
getting enamored with one specific 
exciting plan that, in the long run, is 
not in keeping with our rural 
lifestyle.

The second reason why this task is 
underway is because of all the areas 

in Town, those properties that are 

directly on US 27 are among the 

properties that would be least 

suitable for single family homes.  

Therefore, if that is not the proper 

development, then what is the proper 

development? So that is what the 

Comp Plan Board is reviewing. We 

have had public participation and 

we sincerely appreciate that. The 

Board, made up Ken Cimetta, Bob 

Hartmann, Newell Hollingsworth, 

George Morris, and Steve Winner, is 

taking on this task and I sincerely 

appreciate all of the time and effort 

that this will take. I expect this to 

come before the Council in March 

and would welcome your input there 

as well.
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    by Russell Muñiz

Brief legislation from 
the January 28, 2016 Town 

Council meeting:

• Adopted Resolution 2016-016 
requesting that Broward County 
support the widening of Griffin 
Road to four lanes from 
Bonaventure Boulevard to US 
Highway 27.

• Adopted Resolution 2016-017 
approving an interlocal agreement 
with the Broward County 
Metropolitan Planning 
Organization to expand the voting 
membership of the MPO.   

• Adopted Resolution 2016-018 
rescheduling the February 11, 2016 
meeting to February 18, 2016.  

• Adopted Resolution 2016-019 
approving the third modification 
to the agreement with Town 
Administrator Berns.

• Adopted Resolution 2016-
020 approving the third 
modification to the agreement 
with Town Financial Administrator 
Sherwood.

• Adopted Resolution 2016-021 
approving the second modification 
to the agreement with Assistant 
Town Administrator/Town Clerk 
Muñiz.

Clerk’s Corner

SWR s t ic kers  are  mad e for  res idents  by  the 
Country  Es tates  Homeowners  Associat ion .  
S t ic ker ’s  are  $ 1  eac h and  are  avai lable  at 

Town Hal l ,  1340 0  Gr i f f in  Rd .

Show Your Town Spirit

Vice Mayor
Freddy Fisikelli

Another year has 
passed since we 
created our Town 
and we celebrated 

our birthday with a party in our 
Town hall (the old barn) which I 
guess that is what it will be referred 
to in the future unless we give it a 
new name. We had a big crowd with 
food, games and entertainment for 
all ages. We also opened one of our 
new parks which was one of the 
parks we received from Broward 
County in their programs supported 
with their big bond issued to create 
new parks within Broward County 
with money supplied by the Town or 
City in which they were built. Thanks 
to our grant writer Emily who was 
able to obtain grants to do some of 
the work but there is still lot of work 

to be done to complete the whole 
park. This park has something for 
everyone, a trail around the complete 
park which can be used for most 
activities such as horseback riding, 
hiking but the trail is not opened to 
motorized vehicles, also it has a very 
nice area for the young and old to 
come and ride the swings, slide board 
and just sit on the benches and enjoy 
the wildlife. We were able to build 
bathrooms and a pavilion to have 
picnics on. There is plans for a future 
horse wash rack which will be next 
to the existing horse corral, which 
was built by one our boy scouts, who 
was working on his merit badges. 
There is also plans to create an area 
that can be used for other sports. 
Also there is an area that is set  aside 
for wetlands this area cannot be 
altered any way, this area can be 
used as a walk area which is lined 
with many varieties of trees which 
were planted when this area was 
used as a nursery.
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Around the Town



5

BROWARD COUNTY, FL - The Yellow Dot 
Motorist Medical Information Program 
(Yellow Dot Program) officially launched in 
Broward County on February 1st.  

The Yellow Dot program is designed to assist 
Broward County residents and first 
responders in the event of 
an automobile crash or 
other medical 
emergency involving 
the participant's 
vehicle. 

The program can help 
save lives during the 
critical moments after an 
accident and will save lives by providing 
vital information to first responders when 
accident victims may be unable to 
communicate for themselves. Enrollment in 
this program is voluntary, quick and easy 
and it's now available at Town Hall and 
online: http://www.broward.org/
YellowDot/AboutUs/Pages/
YellowDotPamphlet.aspx

A Yellow Dot decal displayed on the rear 
windshield or in a clearly visible location on 
a motorcycle alerts emergency responders to 
look for the Yellow Dot pamphlet in the 
vehicle's glove compartment. The 
information provided on the pamphlet is 
designed to help emergency responders 
decide how to treat a person who may be 
unconscious following an accident.  

YELLOW DOT DECAL

Town Hall News

DAVIE POLICE DEPARTMENT
The Davie Police Department is participating in the 
Broward Heart Walk at Nova Southeastern University on 
Saturday, April 23, 2016 at 9 AM in honor and support of 
one of our own, Officer Tom Squarini.  Officer Squarini is 
one of the original Davie Police Department officers who 
requested assignment to Southwest Ranches, and has 
recently been battling medical issues related to his heart. 

The Police Department has chosen to name our team in his 
honor, quite simply, “Team Squarini”. We have 
established a team page which can be visited at http://

browardheartwalk.kintera.org/teamsquarini and soon 
we will be offering “Team Squarini” T-Shirts for sale. In the 
interim, there are red paper hearts for sale which can be 
purchased for $1.00 each, “In Memory of and/or Support of” 
those we love who have been affected by heart disease. Once 
purchased, they will be posted in prominent places throughout 
the Police Department building. Please show you care! Consider 
participating in the Heart Walk and making a donation or 
purchase in support of this worthwhile cause. Together, we 
CAN make a difference! Thank you.

From our hearts to yours,
Your “Team Squarini” Co-Captains
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Around the Town

Southwest Ranches FIRE RESCUE

WITH SPECIAL THANKS 
AND GREAT APPRECIATION

I N  M E M O R Y  O F
On February 2, 

2016 Pastor For-

est Willis from 

the New Hope 

Church provided 

an Appreciation Dinner for the Southwest 

Ranches and Davie Fire Fighters. They provid-

ed a wonderful buffet style dinner with des-

erts. Furthermore, giving all First Responders 

a goody bag to go home with. The New Hope 

Church members cooked and served the food 

for us making the event very special. They 

shared prayer and very kind words for what 

we do day in and day out. We really appreci-

ated the forethought, preparation and kind-

ness that they displayed. We truly have anoth-

er friend and family that we can visit and talk 

to in the time of need. Pastor Forest Willis is 

now our Chaplin for Southwest Ranches Fire 

Rescue.

Stay Safe,

Chief Lee Bennett

It saddens me to say that Fire Chief Joe 

Montopoli Davie Fire Rescue, passed away on 

February 1, 2016. Chief Montopoli began his 

career with the City of Pembroke Pines in 1980 

and ended his career as the Fire Chief for 

Davie. He had a passion for Fire Fighting and 

Physical Training. After several decades 

working in the fire service and providing his 

expertise to the fire service, he is gone but not 

forgotten.

Stay Safe,
Chief Lee Bennett



7

Around the Town

Lush native foliage, gurgling 
pond, the sounds of birds…all of 
this and more can be found at 
Isolde and Gerry Cahill’s home 
on Mustang Trail.

Although she has had their 
home certified with the National 
Wildlife Federation as a habitat 
since July of 2006, Isolde is no 
stranger to Florida or Southwest 
Ranches. She has lived in the 
state since 1959, and they have 
owned their home since 1995. 
Isolde and Gerry couldn’t be 
happier.

Isolde’s passion for wildlife and 
conservation was defined by her 
middle school science teacher, 
who mentored a budding inter-
est in reptiles and wildlife in 
general. Reptiles fascinated Isol-
de as a young girl; so much that 
she kept many as pets. She still 
maintains a keen love and re-
spect to this day.

At their Mustang Trail “refuge,” 
the Cahills provide wildlife with 
the four critical elements need-
ed for survival: water, food 
sources, cover 

and places to raise young. The 
Cahill family wholeheartedly 
support Isolde’s passion for 
wildlife.  And Isolde is a woman 
on a mission: to provide as much 
habitat as possible for creatures 
whose native place has dwin-
dled due to human encroach-
ment in their space.  

Giving wildlife a place in her 
yard seems noble, but Isolde’s 
contribution goes beyond just 
her own yard—with contribu-
tions to many conservation or-
ganizations, including the Na-
tional Wildlife Federation, the 
Florida Wildlife Federation, The 
Nature Conservancy, The Hu-
mane Society of the United 
States, and several others.

We are grateful to Isolde Cahill 
and her family, who set an in-
spiring example of environmen-
tal responsibility toward the 
Town’s native wildlife and of 
conserving the habitat we all 

must do our best to share. 

Profiles in Certification: 
Isolde and Gerry Cahill

A Message from 
Our Town 

Administrator...
Andy Berns

joseph j. 
montopoli

October 10, 1958 - 
February 1, 2016

The Town of Southwest Ranches 
mourns the loss of long time 
Ranches resident and Davie Fire 
Chief Joe Montopoli. Chief 
Montopoli served the residents of 
southwest Broward County for 
many years, beginning his fire 
service career in Pembroke Pines in 
1980 and joining Davie Fire Rescue 
in 2005.  In 2007, he was appointed 
Fire Chief and was instrumental in 
Davie providing fire services to the 
Town beginning in 2012.  Chief 
Montopoli led the department until 
his passing on February 1, 2016.   

Chief Montopoli left an indelible 
mark on the South Florida 
communities in which he served.  
His compassion, professionalism, 
leadership, and dedicated public 
service will be missed. We wish his 
family, and his extended family of 
brothers and sisters in the fire 
service, the best during a very 
difficult time.
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Around the Town

Hurricane make-up days in order of preference: 2/26/15, 3/19/15 *Year-Round Schools Follow Different Calendar.

THURSDAY, MARCH 17th - EARLY RELEASE DAY
FRIDAY, MARCH 18th - NO SCHOOL

MON - THURS, MARCH 21/24 - SCHOOL CLOSED
FRIDAY, MARCH 25 - EARLY RELEASE DAY

2016 School Calendar
 Broward County 

Public Schools*

Photos taken by
DENISE BREITKRUEZ
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Month Area 3 (Wednesday Only) Area 2 (Tuesday Only) Area 1 (Monday Only)
Mar 16  3/2/16 - 3/16/16 - 3/30/16 3/1/16 – 3/15/16 – 3/29/16 3/14/16 - 3/28/16

Apr 16  4/3/16 – 4/27/16 4/12/16 – 4/26/16  4/11/16 – 4/25/16

Area 3 Area 2 Area 1
Wednesday & Saturday Tuesday & Friday Monday & Thursday

RECYCLE collection occurs once per week:
• Area 1 every Monday • Area 2 every Tuesday • Area 3 every Wednesday

Household Hazardous 
Waste, Electronics & 
Bulk Drop Off Event
& Shred-A-Thon
NOTE: Event may be 
canceled due to rain, 
excessive winds or 
other hazardous 
conditions as determined by 
the Town.

A new service provided for Town 
Residents only!
Location: Rolling Oaks Park, 
17630 SW 56th St., SW Ranches.
Proof of Residency is required

SAT., APRIL 9th, 8 AM – 2 PM
SAT., JULY 9th

Shred-A-Thon 10 AM – 2 PM
(LIMIT 4 BOXES)
For more info call Town Hall 
(954) 434-0008

TOWN OF SOUTHWEST RANCHES - Waste Col lection Map & Schedule
MAKE SURE YOUR GARBAGE, BULK AND RECYCLE ARE OUT BEFORE 7 AM

Around the Town

W a s t e  C o l l e c t i o n



					     1	 2	

3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	

10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	

17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	

24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	 30	

31

Calendars

 S      M      T      W      T      F      S

10

* S c h e d u l e d  m e e t i n g s  a t  t i m e  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n .  I t e m s  s u b j e c t  t o  c h a n g e .
Residential Bulk may be placed in the Swale the Saturday before 
your scheduled Bulk Collection Day. (Ord 2008-07)

PASSOVER
Begins

sundown

PASSOVER
Ends

at sundown

Ap
ri

l

• AARP Class
- Council Chambers
9:30 am - 3:30 pm

APRIL
FOOL’S

DAY

• Flow Mobile
DMV Services
9:30 am - 2:30 pm
• TOWN COUNCIL 
MEETING 7 pm

• Flow Mobile
DMV Services
9:30 am - 2:30 pm
• TOWN COUNCIL 
MEETING 7 pm

• Schools & Ed.  
Advisory Board 
Town Hall 7 pm

• Schools & Ed.  
Advisory Board 
Town Hall 7 pm

• Broward County
Property Appraiser
Town Hall
11:30 - 1:00 pm

• Parks, Recreational 
and Open Space 
Advisory Board
- Town Hall 7 pm

• Parks Recreation
and Opens Space
Advisory Board - 
Town Hall 7 pm

• Rural Public
Arts & Design Board 
Meeting
- Town Hall 7 pm

• Rural Public
Arts & Design Board 
Meeting
- Town Hall 7 pm

• Code Hearing
- Town Hall - 9 am

• Code Hearing
Town Hall - 9 am

• Tentative Fire 
Advisory Board
- Town Hall 7 pm

• Tentative Fire 
Advisory Board
- Town Hall 7 pm

AREA 3 BULKAREA 2 BULK

AREA 1 BULK AREA 3 BULKAREA 2 BULK

AREA 1 BULK AREA 3 BULKAREA 2 BULK

AREA 1 BULK AREA 3 BULKAREA 2 BULK

AREA 1 BULK AREA 3 BULKAREA 2 BULK

• Drainage:
Infrastructure
Advisory Board
- Town Hall 7 pm

• Drainage:
Infrastructure
Advisory Board
- Town Hall 7 pm

• Comprehensive 
Planning Advisory 
Board Meeting 
- Town Hall 7 pm

• Comprehensive 
Planning Advisory 
Board Meeting 
- Town Hall 7 pm

• Rolling Oaks
Civic Assn.
- Rolling Oaks Barn
17630 SW 56 St - 7 pm

• Rolling Oaks
Civic Assn.
- Rolling Oaks Barn
17630 SW 56 St - 7 pm

• Sunshine Ranches 
Homeowner Assn.
- Town Hall 7:30

• Sunshine Ranches 
Homeowner Assn.
- Town Hall 7:30

• TOWN COUNCIL 
MEETING 7 pm

• TOWN COUNCIL 
MEETING 7 pm

• SWR Parks 
Foundation - Town 
Hall - 7 pm
• Country Estates - HOA
Grace Baptist Church - 
19200 Griffin Rd. - 7 pm

• SWR Parks 
Foundation - Town 
Hall - 7 pm
• Country Estates - HOA
Grace Baptist Church - 
19200 Griffin Rd. - 7 pm

		  1	 2	 3	 4	 5	

6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	

13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	

20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	

27	 28	 29	 30	 31

• Southwest Ranches
Park Foundation - Annual 
Chili-Cook-Off - Sunshine 
Ranches Equestrian Park 
12 - 4:30 pm

M
ar

ch



Town Hall: 13400 Griffin Road / Southwest Ranches, FL 33330 • Phone: (954) 434-0008 • Fax: (954) 434-1490
Town Hall Office Hours: Monday - Friday / 8:30 am - 5:00 pm • Town Website: www.southwestranches.org

Phone / E-Mail List:

Elected Officials
	 Mayor Jeff Nelson			   (954) 343-7472	 jnelson@swranches.org
	 Vice Mayor Freddy Fisikelli		  (954) 343-7461	 ffisikelli@swranches.org
	 Council Member Gary Jablonski		  (954) 343-7456	 gjablonski@swranches.org
	 Council Member Steve Breitkreuz 		  (954) 343-7447	 sbreitkreuz@swranches.org 	
	 Council Member Doug McKay 		  (954) 343-7462	 dmckay@swranches.org

Town Staff
	 Town Administrator, Andy Berns 		  (954) 434-0008 	 aberns@swranches.org
	 Administrative Coordinator to the 
	 Town Administrator, Danielle Caban 	 (954) 434-0008 	 dcaban@southwestranches.org
	 Assistant Town Administrator/Town Clerk, 
	 Russell Muñiz, MMC			   (954) 434-0008	 rmuniz@southwestranches.org
	 Records Coordinator, Ivette Solera		  (954) 434-0008	 isolera@southwestranches.org
	 Administrative Coordinator, Susan Kutz	 (954) 434-0008	 skutz@southwestranches.org 

General Services Manager, Sandy Luongo	 (954) 434-0008	 sluongo@southwestranches.org
	 Town Financial Administrator, 		

	 Martin Sherwood, CPA, CGMA, CGFO	 (954) 434-0008	 msherwood@southwestranches.org
	 Town Controller, Rich Strum	 (954) 434-0008	 rstrum@southwestranches.org
	 Town Attorney, Keith Poliakoff	 (954) 434-0008
	 Engineer 1, Philip Chorath, E.I.	 (954) 434-0008	 pchorath@southwestranches.org
	 Community Services Coordinator, Emily McCord	 (954) 343-7453	 emccord@swranches.org
	 Parks, Recreation, Open Space Coordinator,

	 December Lauretano-Haines, CPRP	 (954) 343-7452	 dlauretano@swranches.org
	 Accounting Clerk, Mara Semper		  (954) 434-0008	 msemper@southwestranches.org

Planning, Zoning, Permitting & Certificate of Use
Building Department/Permitting	 M-F  9:00 am - 4:00 pm
	 Digna Regus			   (954) 343-7445/Fax: (954) 434-1490	 dregus@capfla.net
	 Dave Tringo, Building Director		  (954) 888-9882/Cell: (954) 605-0127	 dtringo@swranches.org
Planning			   M-F  9:00 am - 5:00 pm			 
	 The Mellgren Planning Group		  (954) 475-3070, ext 803
Zoning & Permitting			   (954) 434-0008		  zoninginfo@swranches.org
Code Services, Inc.		
Code Compliance: 
	 Enforcement Director, Robert Solera             	 (954) 343-7440                   		  rsolera@swranches.org
	 Code Enforcement Officer, Julio Medina                  	 (954) 343-7458                   		  jmedina@swranches.org
	 Administrative Coordinator, Yanni Marin	 (954) 343-7459		  ymarin@swranches.org	

Police/Fire/Rescue Services
	 Emergency			   911
	 CSA Bill Gallagher at Town Hall	 8:30 am - 5 pm     (954) 693-8352                  		  william_gallagher@davie-fl.gov
	 Non-Emergency			   (954) 764-4357 (HELP)
	 Davie Police Department		  (954) 693-8200
	 Davie Fire Rescue Station 112		  (954) 680-0020
	 Southwest Ranches Volunteer Fire Rescue	 (954) 343-7466

Traffic and Roadway Services (To Report Signs Down - Potholes)
	 Paving, Potholes and Signs: Philip Chorath	 (954) 343-7441		  pchorath@southwestranches.org

Waste/Bulk/Recycling Services (Residential & Commercial)
	 Southern Waste Systems, (SWS) LLC	 (888) 800-7732

Water Districts - Canals (Permits)	
	 Central Broward Water Control District	 (954) 432-5110		  www.centralbrowardwcd.org

	 East of SW 148 (Volunteer) Avenue
	 South Broward Drainage District		  (954) 680-3337		  www.sbdd.org

	 West of SW 148 (Volunteer) Avenue

Well and Septic
	 Broward County Health Department	 (954) 467-4700, ext 4233

Environmental  Complaint  Hotline, Broward County 	 (954) 831-1499

In Touch
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Time Sensitive Material!!!

Town of Southwest Ranches

13400 Griffin Road

Southwest Ranches, FL 33330
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