
Southwest Ranches Town Council
REGULAR MEETING

Agenda of September 12, 2018

Southwest Ranches Council Chambers
7:30 PM    Wednesday

13400 Griffin Road
Southwest Ranches, FL 33330

Mayor
Doug McKay

Town Council
Steve Breitkreuz
Gary Jablonski

Denise Schroeder

Town Administrator
Andrew D. Berns

Town Attorney
Keith M. Poliakoff, J.D.

Vice Mayor
Freddy Fisikelli

Town Financial 
Administrator

Martin Sherwood, CPA CGFO

Assistant Town
Administrator/Town Clerk

Russell C. Muniz, MMC
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing special accommodation, a sign language interpreter or hearing
impaired to participate in this proceeding should contact the Town Clerk at (954) 434-0008 for assistance no later than four days prior to the
meeting.

1. Call to Order/Roll Call

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Public Comment
All Speakers are limited to 3 minutes.
Public Comment will last for 30 minutes.
All comments must be on non-agenda items.
All Speakers must fill out a request card prior to speaking.
All Speakers must state first name, last name, and mailing address.
Speakers will be called in the order the request cards were received.
Request cards will only be received until the first five minutes of public comment have concluded. 

4. Board Reports

5. Council Member Comments

6. Legal Comments

7. Administration Comments

Resolutions

8. A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF
SOUTHWEST RANCHES, FLORIDA, APPROVING AN INTERLOCAL
AGREEMENT WITH BROWARD COUNTY PROVIDING FOR THE
DIVISION AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE PROCEEDS OF THE
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM SURTAX; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR,
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR AND TOWN ATTORNEY TO EXECUTE SAID
AGREEMENT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

9. A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF
SOUTHWEST RANCHES, FLORIDA, AMENDING RESOLUTION NO.
2018-054 AND EXTENDING A ZONING IN PROGRESS, PURSUANT TO
SECTION 005-240 OF THE TOWN’S UNIFIED LAND DEVELOPMENT
CODE, TO FURTHER REGULATE ANY NEW COMMERCIAL NURSERY,



EXPANSION OF AN EXISTING COMMERCIAL NURSERY, OR
STORAGE OR GROWTH OF ANY PLANT MATERIAL IN CONTAINERS;
EXTENDING A ZONING IN PROGRESS FOR A PERIOD OF TIME NOT
TO EXCEED SIX (6) MONTHS OR UNTIL THE TOWN’S REVISED
REGULATIONS HAVE BEEN ADOPTED, WHICHEVER IS SOONER;
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

10. Approval of Minutes

a. August 9, 2018 Regular Meeting

11. Adjournment
PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTES 286.0105, THE TOWN HEREBY ADVISES THE
PUBLIC THAT IF A PERSON DECIDES TO APPEAL ANY DECISION MADE BY THIS
COUNCIL WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSIDERED AT ITS MEETING OR
HEARING, HE OR SHE WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS, AND THAT
FOR SUCH PURPOSE, THE AFFECTED PERSON MAY NEED TO ENSURE THAT A
VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEEDING IS MADE, WHICH RECORD INCLUDES
THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON WHICH THE APPEAL IS TO BE BASED. THIS
NOTICE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE CONSENT BY THE TOWN FOR THE INTRODUCTION
OR ADMISSION OF OTHERWISE INADMISSIBLE OR IRRELEVANT EVIDENCE, NOR
DOES IT AUTHORIZE CHALLENGES OR APPEALS NOT OTHERWISE ALLOWED BY
LAW.



  
Town of Southwest Ranches
13400 Griffin Road
Southwest Ranches, FL 33330-2628

(954) 434-0008 Town Hall
(954) 434-1490 Fax 

Town Council
Doug McKay, Mayor

Freddy Fisikelli, Vice Mayor
Steve Breitkreuz, Council Member

Gary Jablonski, Council Member
Denise Schroeder, Council Member

 

 
Andrew D. Berns, Town Administrator
Keith M. Poliakoff,JD, Town Attorney

Russell Muniz, Assistant Town Administrator/Town Clerk
Martin D. Sherwood, CPA, CGMA, CGFO,  Town Financial Administrator

COUNCIL MEMORANDUM
TO: Honorable Mayor McKay and Town Council
VIA: Andrew D, Berns, Town Administrator
FROM: Russell Muñiz, Assistant Town Administrator/Town Clerk
DATE: 9/12/2018
SUBJECT: Transportation Systems Surtax

Recommendation
Town Council consideration for a motion to approve the resolution. 

Strategic Priorities
A. Sound Governance

B. Enhanced Resource Management

D. Improved Infrastructure

Background
The Broward County Commission enacted Ordinance #2018-29 on June 5, 2018 to authorize
the levy of a transportation system surtax to fund transportation system improvements subject
to voter approval. The Transportation System Surtax (SURTAX), if approved by voters
during the November 6, 2018 election, will levy a 1% sales tax, the proceeds of which will be
placed into a surtax trust fund. 

Broward County has committed through the interlocal agreement (ILA) that it will earmark a
minimum of 10% of the SURTAX to fund submitted municipal projects that meet eligibility
requirements as set forth in Section III. (Eligibility) and are prioritized by the MPO as set forth
in Section IV. (MPO Review and Ranking) of the ILA. In order for the Town of Southwest
Ranches to receive any proceeds from the SURTAX for submitted municipal projects it must

Regular Meeting September 12, 2018 Page 1 of 31



be a party to the ILA. 

Fiscal Impact/Analysis
While there is no cost to enter into the agreement, not doing so will negate the Town from
receiving any possible funding for eligible projects in the future. 

Staff Contact:
Russell Muñiz, Assistant Town Administrator/Town Clerk

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Transportation Surtax Reso - TA approved 8/31/2018 Resolution
ILA - Exhibit 1 8/31/2018 Exhibit
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RESOLUTION NO. 2018 – XXX 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

SOUTHWEST RANCHES, FLORIDA, APPROVING AN 

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH BROWARD COUNTY 

PROVIDING FOR THE DIVISION AND DISTRIBUTION OF 

THE PROCEEDS OF THE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 

SURTAX; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, TOWN 

ADMINISTRATOR AND TOWN ATTORNEY TO EXECUTE SAID 

AGREEMENT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Broward County Commission enacted Ordinance #2018-
29 on June 5, 2018 to authorize the levy of a transportation system surtax to 
fund transportation system improvements subject to voter approval; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Transportation System Surtax (SURTAX), if approved by 
voters during the November 6, 2018 election, will levy a 1% sales tax, the 
proceeds of which will be placed into a surtax trust fund; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Broward County has committed, through the interlocal 
agreement (ILA), that it will earmark a minimum of 10% of the SURTAX to fund 
submitted municipal projects that meet eligibility requirements as set forth in 
Section III. (Eligibility) and are prioritized by the MPO as set forth in Section IV. 
(MPO Review and Ranking) of the ILA; and   
 
 WHEREAS, in order for the Town of Southwest Ranches to receive any 
proceeds from the SURTAX for submitted municipal projects it must be a party to 
the ILA; and 
  
 WHEREAS, should the SURTAX be approved by the voters, this 
Agreement will remain in place until all SURTAX proceeds received by any party 
have been expended and thereafter until ninety (90) days after the Oversight 
Board has completed its review of each applicable party’s final audit; and  
 
 WHEREAS, if the ballot measure is not approved by the voters during the 
November 6, 2018 election the ILA shall be null and void.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF 

THE TOWN OF SOUTHWEST RANCHES, FLORIDA: 

 
 Section 1:  Recitals. The above-referenced recitals are true and correct 
and are incorporated herein by reference. 
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Section 2: The Town Council hereby approves the Interlocal Agreement 
with Broward County, substantially in the form attached hereto and incorporated 
herein by reference as Composite Exhibit “1,” providing for the division and 
distribution of the proceeds of the Transportation System Surtax.  
 
 Section 3:  Authorization.  The Mayor, Town Administrator and Town 
Attorney are hereby authorized to enter into the Interlocal Agreement with 
Broward County for the division and distribution of the proceeds of the 
Transportation System Surtax, and to make such modifications, additions and/or 
deletions which they deem necessary and proper to effectuate the intent of this 
Resolution. 
 
 Section 4: Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective 
immediately upon its adoption. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Town Council of the Town of Southwest  
 
Ranches, Florida, this   day of   , 2018 on a motion by    
 
                              and seconded by                        .  
 
 

McKay         Ayes             
Fisikelli     Nays               
Breitkreuz     Absent    
Jablonski      
Schroeder        
   

 
____________________________ 

       Doug McKay, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________________________ 
Russell Muñiz, Assistant Town Administrator/Town Clerk 
 
 
Approved as to Form and Correctness: 
 
_______________________________ 
Keith M. Poliakoff, J.D., Town Attorney 

115075911.1 
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EXHIBIT 1
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Town of Southwest Ranches
13400 Griffin Road
Southwest Ranches, FL 33330-2628

(954) 434-0008 Town Hall
(954) 434-1490 Fax 

Town Council
Doug McKay, Mayor

Freddy Fisikelli, Vice Mayor
Steve Breitkreuz, Council Member

Gary Jablonski, Council Member
Denise Schroeder, Council Member

 

 
Andrew D. Berns, Town Administrator
Keith M. Poliakoff,JD, Town Attorney

Russell Muniz, Assistant Town Administrator/Town Clerk
Martin D. Sherwood, CPA, CGMA, CGFO,  Town Financial Administrator

COUNCIL MEMORANDUM
TO: Honorable Mayor McKay and Town Council
VIA: Andrew D. Berns, Town Administrator
FROM: Keith Poliakoff, Town Attorney
DATE: 9/12/2018
SUBJECT: Zoning In Progress - Nurseries

Recommendation
Town Council consideration for a motion to approve the resolution.

Strategic Priorities
A. Sound Governance

Background
As vacant lands become scarce in Broward County, more and more nursery operators are
looking to open commercial nursery operations within the Town. Although the Town prides
itself on being rural, commercial nursery operations have been popping up in the middle of
residential communities, without any regard to access or minimum lot size requirements.
 
The commercial traffic generated by these nurseries are causing damage to the Town’s rural
roadway network, and creating unsafe conditions. As a result, the Town is now forced to enact
guidelines to properly site commercial nursery operations in order to ensure the health, safety,
and welfare of its residents.
 
In order to give the Town the necessary time to fully examine this matter, a zoning in progress
was enacted on April 12, 2018, pursuant to Resolution No. 2018-046. The Town needs some
additional time to finalize an appropriate solution, and as such an extension of the enacted
zoning in progress is necessary. 
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Fiscal Impact/Analysis
N/A

Staff Contact:
Keith Poliakoff - Town Attorney

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
ZIP Nursery Extension - TA approved 8/31/2018 Resolution

Regular Meeting September 12, 2018 Page 24 of 31



 

115074902.1 

 

1

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-___  

  

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

SOUTHWEST RANCHES, FLORIDA, AMENDING RESOLUTION 

NO. 2018-054 AND EXTENDING A ZONING IN PROGRESS, 

PURSUANT TO SECTION 005-240 OF THE TOWN’S UNIFIED 

LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, TO FURTHER REGULATE ANY 

NEW COMMERCIAL NURSERY, EXPANSION OF AN 

EXISTING COMMERCIAL NURSERY, OR STORAGE OR 

GROWTH OF ANY PLANT MATERIAL IN CONTAINERS; 

EXTENDING A ZONING IN PROGRESS FOR A PERIOD OF 

TIME NOT TO EXCEED SIX (6) MONTHS OR UNTIL THE 

TOWN’S REVISED REGULATIONS HAVE BEEN ADOPTED, 

WHICHEVER IS SOONER; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; 

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 
  

WHEAREAS, as vacant lands become scarce in Broward County, more 
and more nursery operators are looking to open commercial nursery operations 
within the Town; and   

  

WHEREAS, although the Town prides itself on being rural, commercial 
nursery operations have been popping up in the middle of residential 
communities, without any regard to access or minimum lot size requirements; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, the commercial traffic generated by these nurseries are 

causing damage to the Town’s rural roadway network, and creating unsafe 
conditions; and  

  

WHEREAS, as a result, the Town is now forced to enact guidelines to 
properly site commercial nursery operations in order to ensure the health, safety, 
and welfare of its residents; and   

  

WHEREAS, in order to give the Town the necessary time to fully examine 
this matter, a zoning in progress was enacted on April 12, 2018, pursuant to 
Resolution No. 2018-046; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town needs some additional time to finalize an 

appropriate solution, and as such an extension of the enacted zoning in progress 
is necessary;   
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWN OF SOUTHWEST RANCHES, FLORIDA:  

Section 1. Recitals. That the foregoing “WHEREAS” clauses are hereby 
ratified and confirmed as being true and correct and are hereby made a specific 
part of this Resolution.  

 

Section 2.  That in furtherance of Section 005-240 of the Town’s Unified 
Land Development Code (“ULDC”), the Town Council hereby establishes a zoning 
in progress to further regulate any new commercial nursery, expansion of an 
existing commercial nursery, or storage or growth of any plan material in 
containers. 

Section 3.  The Town shall prohibit the creation of any new commercial 
nursery operation until this zoning in progress has been terminated. 

Section 4.  This zoning in progress shall place a temporary hold on the 
issuance of any permit, business tax receipt, or certificate of use, for any new, or 
the expansion of, a nursery operation in the Town for a period of time not to 
exceed six (6) months or until the Town’s revised regulations have been adopted, 
whichever is sooner.   

Section 5.  Conflicts.  All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances, 
Resolutions, or parts of Resolutions in conflict herewith, be and the same are 
hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

Section 6.  Severability.  If any clause, section or other part of this 
Resolution shall be held by any court of competent jurisdiction to be 
unconstitutional or invalid, such unconstitutional or invalid part shall be 
considered as eliminated and in no way affecting the validity of the other 
provisions of this Resolution. 

Section 7. Effective Date. This Resolution shall become effective 
immediately upon its passage and adoption.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

[Signatures on Following Page] 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Town Council of the Town of Southwest 

Ranches, Florida, this _____ day of September 2018 on a motion by  

___________________ and seconded by  _________                 _____.  

McKay _______ Ayes _______ 
Fisikelli _______ Nays _______ 
Breitkreuz _______ Absent _______ 
Jablonski _______ Abstaining _______ 
Schroeder _______ 

___________________________ 
ATTEST: Doug McKay, Mayor  

_____________________________________________  
Russell Muñiz, Assistant Town Administrator/Town Clerk 

Approved as to Form and Correctness: 

______________________________ 
Keith Poliakoff, J.D., Town Attorney 
115074902.1 
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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 
Southwest Ranches, Florida 

 
Thursday 7:00 PM                    August 9, 2018              13400 Griffin Road 
 
Present:                                                                                 Andy Berns, Town Administrator 
Mayor Doug McKay                                      Ivette Solera, Deputy Town Clerk 
Vice Mayor Freddy Fisikelli                      Martin D. Sherwood, Town Financial Administrator 
Council Member Steve Breitkreuz                            Richard DeWitt, Deputy Town Attorney 
Council Member Gary Jablonski              
Council Member Denise Schroeder                
    
Regular Meeting of the Town Council of Southwest Ranches was held at 13400 Griffin Road in the 
Southwest Ranches Council Chambers.  The meeting, having been properly noticed, was called to 
order by Mayor McKay at 7:01 PM.  Attendance was noted by roll call and was followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3.       Public Comment 
The following members of the public addressed the Town Council: Newell Hollingsworth, David 
Kuczenski, and Omar Kahn, and Mike Hanley. 
     
4.      Board Reports  
None were presented.   
 
5.       Council Member Comments 
Council Member Jablonski advised of upcoming events including the Parks Board Bingo Night on 
August 13th, Property Appraiser Outreach on August 20th , Budget Workshop on August 21st, and 
the Household Hazardous Waste at the Park on September 8th. He also spoke about the waste 
pickup zones, and suggested that they change the pickup zones to numbers instead of letters. He 
opined that this would make it easier for residents to remember their zone. 
 
Council Member Schroeder thanked everyone for coming. She spoke about the charter 
amendments and stated that she does not agree with the 5-0 vote. She stressed the importance 
of protecting the Town’s rural lifestyle so that it doesn’t become a commercial area. 
 
Council Member Breitkreuz spoke about Waste Pro’s level of service. He said that it was 
unacceptable. He also spoke about the charter amendments and how important it is to get out 
and vote in order to maintain our rural lifestyle.  
 
The Mayor brought up an issue where residents are buying property in Town and then living in 
their trailers or RV’s on site while their house is being built.  He would like to see Code 
Enforcement be proactive instead of reactive to stop future residents from doing the same. 
 
Community Development Director Robert Solera informed that this issue is indeed a violation of 
the Code, however, code enforcement in Town is reactive not proactive per Council. He asked the 
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Council if they would prefer a more proactive approach on this issue. The Council replied that they 
would like code enforcement to be proactive on this issue going forward. 
 
Also, the Mayor opined that the charter amendments should not be a 5-0 vote. He urged to 
residents to vote “No” on the two items. He also announced that Bob Hartmann and John 
Eastman are running for Council. 
  
Vice Mayor Fisikelli had no comments. 
 
6.      Legal Comments 
Deputy Town Attorney Richard DeWitt announced an upcoming Shade Session which will take 
place on Tuesday, August 21, 2018 at 6 pm. The litigation to be discussed was styled as CACE 15-
008766 Town of Southwest Ranches Wesley J. Clark Jr., Amy Clark, Robert and Joan Bartleman 
vs. City of Pembroke Pines. 
 
7.     Administration Comments 
Town Administrator Berns spoke about a matter that Mike Hanley brought up earlier but was 
advised not to speak in detail about it. An elderly resident from a group home out west was in 
distress, but our officers were not able to respond to the call because they were on the other side 
of Town dealing with another incident at the time. Two additional officers, not from the Town, 
were called but since they were not familiar with the Town they had a hard time finding the 
address to the group home where the resident was in distress.  
 
Mr. Berns added that he and Town Financial Administrator Martin Sherwood are hard at work 
getting ready for the Budget workshop presentation scheduled for next week. 
 
8.  Approval of Minutes 
        a. July 12, 2018 – Regular Meeting 
 
The following motion was made by Vice Mayor Fisikelli, seconded by Council Member Jablonski, 
and passed by a 5-0 roll call vote. The vote was as follows: Council Members Breitkreuz, 
Jablonski, Schroeder, Vice Mayor Fisikelli, and Mayor McKay voting Yes. 
 
MOTION: TO APPROVE THE MINUTES. 
 
 
12.  Adjournment - Meeting was adjourned at 7:38 PM. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
                                    
Ivette Solera, Deputy Town Clerk 
 
Adopted by the Town Council on 
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this 12th day of Sept. 2018. 
 
      
Doug McKay, Mayor 
 
PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTES 286.0105, THE TOWN HEREBY ADVISES THE PUBLIC THAT IF A 
PERSON DECIDES TO APPEAL ANY DECISION MADE BY THIS COUNCIL WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER 
CONSIDERED AT ITS MEETING OR HEARING, HE OR SHE WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS, 
AND THAT FOR SUCH PURPOSE, THE AFFECTED PERSON MAY NEED TO ENSURE THAT VERBATIM 
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDING IS MADE, WHICH RECORD INCLUDES THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE 
UPON WHICH THE APPEAL IS TO BE BASED THIS NOTICE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE CONSENT BY THE 
TOWN FOR THE INTRODUCTION OR ADMISSION OF OTHERWISE INADMISSIBLE OR IRRELEVANT 
EVIDENCE, NOR DOES IT AUTHORIZE CHALLENGES OR APPEALS NOT OTHERWISE ALLOWED BY LAW. 
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