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Tuesday,  
January 14, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A. ROLL CALL 
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
C. AGENDA AS FOLLOWS 
D. NEW BUSINESS:  
 Adopt Town of Southwest Ranches Recreation, Forestry and Natural Resources Advisory Board Meeting 

Minutes for November 2024. 
 Welcome to returning Board Members.  
 A copy of the Board’s establishing Resolution #2025-032 for the 2025 calendar year is attached. 
 The Town of Southwest Ranches Recreation, Forestry and Natural Resources Advisory Board Proposed 

Meeting Schedule for 2025 is attached. 
 Available electronically for the Board’s reference: 

 The Town Advisory Board handbook and Current Advisory Board Policy.     
 Election of Officers: Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary 
 Eagle Scout candidate Wyatt Krueger of Troop 128 (Davie) will give a brief presentation regarding his 

proposed project to provide bat houses in Southwest Ranches parks. 
E. OLD BUSINESS:  
 Southwest Meadows Sanctuary Development project 
 Follow up/Maintenance report attached for the Board’s review and discussion.  
F. AGENDA PREP FOR NEXT MEETING 
G. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
H. Quote of the month:  

“Nature provides a free lunch, but only if we control our appetites.” -William Ruckelshaus 
I. STAFF COMMENTS  
J. HOA/PUBLIC COMMENTS 
K. ADJOURNMENT 
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Members present: 
Chris Brownlow 
Debbie Green 
Laurie Morse 
Marie Nix 
Ron Martinez 
 
RFNRAB Members absent: 
Dena Butler 
 
Staff present: 
December Lauretano-Haines

UCouncil present: 
Gary Jablonski 
Bob Hartmann 
 
Others present: 
Steve Garate 

 
Call to order at 7:05 PM 
 
The members present reviewed the minutes of the September 2024 meeting.   
 

Laurie Morse motioned to adopt the minutes of the September 2024 meeting. Marie Nix seconded, and 
the motion passed unanimously. 

 
The members present discussed installing cameras at the Fishing Hole and Sunshine Ranches Equestrian 
Parks. 
 
The members present discussed table and chairs needs [for zero waste task force volunteers recycling 
outreach and education.]  
 
Staff briefed the members present regarding items on the maintenance report and upcoming events. Board 
members like the idea of yoga classes at the barn and feel $10 per person would be a decent price.  
 
Chair briefed the member present regarding the scheduled optional December meeting.  The Board members 
agreed not to meet in December. 
 
Staff requested all members to respond about whether they would like to continue service on this Board for 
2025.  All members present would like to continue.  
 
Debbie Green briefed the board regarding the upcoming event where the task force will display the movie 
“We are All Plastic People Now” at Town Hall on November 13 at 7 pm. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 

 

Town of Southwest Ranches 
Parks, Recreation, Forestry and Natural Resources Advisory Board 

Minutes 

Council Liaison 
Gary Jablonski 

 

November 12, 2024 
7:00 pm 
  Board Members 

Chris Brownlow, Dena Butler, Debbie Green, Ron Martinez,  
Laurie Morse, Marie Nix 

Emeritus 
MaryGay Chaples, Aster Knight 
 

Staff Liaison 
December Lauretano-Haines 

 









 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2025 Proposed Meeting Schedule 
 

Tuesday, January 14 
Tuesday, February 11 

Tuesday, March 11 
Tuesday, April 8 
Tuesday, May 13 
Tuesday, June 10 

Tuesday, July 8– NO MEETING - HIATUS 
Tuesday, August 12 

Tuesday, September 9 
Tuesday, October 14 

Tuesday, November 11– NO MEETING – HOLIDAY (optional) 
Tuesday, December 9– NO MEETING – HIATUS (optional) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1/14/25, 2/11/25, 3/11/25, 4/8/25, 5/13/25, 6/10/25, 8/12/25, 9/9/25, 10/14/25, 
11/11/25, 12/9/25 

Town of Southwest Ranches 
Recreation, Forestry and Natural Resources Advisory Board 

2025 Proposed Meeting Schedule 
Adopted 1/14/14 

Generally, 2nd Tuesday each month 
7:00 pm 
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13400 Griffin Road 

Southwest Ranches, FL 33330 

Board Members 
Chris Brownlow, Dena Butler, Debbie Green,  

Ron Martinez, Laurie Morse, Marie Nix 
 

Council Liaison 
Gary Jablonski 

Staff Liaison 
December Lauretano-Haines 
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My project is to make two Bat boxes at Rolling Oaks park in Southwest Ranches. The beneficaiary gave me 3 different designs to consider and through
reserch and thought I choose the "Two-chamber Rocket box" design.

The population of bats in south Florida is declining and projects like these can help counteract this. One reason the population of bats is declining is
because human population boom is leading to deforestation which is getting rid of habitat for the bats making it hard to find adequate natural housing.
Bats also help keep the bug population at a steady level.

February 2025

March 2025

Wyatt Krueger



10-12

I plan on recruiting people to help me do my project from my troop and my family.

I think the hardest part will be keeping everyone on track and focused.

2" diameter steel pole (20' long)
1" x 4" x 8' boards
1" x 8" x 8' boards
1" x 10" x 6' boards
4' x8' x 3/4 exterior grade plywood
100 exterior grade screws 1 5/8"
100 exterior grade screws 1 1/4"
exterior grade screws 2"
1 gallon water-based paint
1/4" x 4 1/2" bolts washers and nuts
concrete
2" pipe coupling

hotdogs and buns
water
ice
gatorade
plates and cups
snacks
paint brushes
pipe thread compound
rags
sandpaper

Wyatt Krueger



drills
levels
handsaw
drillbits and drivers
tablesaw
pipe wrench
shovel
post hole digger
mixing bucket
square
tape measure
clamps

Truck or trailer to get supples to the park.

We will talk with park board people to find out about underground wires and/or pipes.

Wyatt Krueger



$600

$200

$0.00

$0.00

$800

donations from family and donations from suppliers.

Family owned pickup truck can get materials to work site. People will drive themselves to work site.

planning-make a design and plan in depth

fundraising-getting money needed

getting materials

build

put in park-dig holes and concrete

clean up- clean site

Wyatt Krueger



Some potential hazards are cuts, dehydration, scrapes, and splinters. In order to prevent these everyone will be wearing gloves and drinking fluids.
Also we will take breaks multiple times through our work day.

Verify the plans/design
Make drawings as needed
make plan for placement within the park / sketch
make bill of materials
make a time line of project

Wyatt Krueger
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January 14, 2025 
 
 
 
 

CALUSA CORNERS  
 Tree Reset: Two wind thrown and reset trees are being watered in for re-establishment.  

 
COUNTRY ESTATES PARK  
 Therapeutic Recreation Elements / Communication Board: A communication board with 

American Sign Language (ASL) symbols will be installed at playground in this location. 
 Youth Sports Program: i9 hosted an onsite meet and greet event on December 14th to promote 

the winter programs within Southwest Ranches. The event was not well-attended. Winter 
programs run from January 25 to March 8th. Vendor is planning a 50% growth rate.   

 Play field maintenance: Youth sport programs partner staff has reported the field is performing 
satisfactorily for his program. Ongoing weekly maintenance continues in off-season to ensure 
the field remains play-ready. 

 Men’s Restroom commode: A slight leak is being investigated and the gasket/part will be 
replaced. 
 

EQUESTRIAN PARK 
 Therapeutic Recreation Elements / Communication Board: A communication board 

designed for inclusivity for children with autism will be installed in the playground at this location. 
 Wash rack water: Staff continues to monitor billing and use by the public.  No issues to report. 
 Equestrian Oasis:  This feature has always been a target for public interference, some minor 

vandalism (such as rocks being dislodged from where they were set and being thrown into the 
fountain, breakage of the lid to the pump compartment, etc. In the most recent incident, someone 
has shoveled soil from the planter into the waterworks of the fountain, clogging the flow and 
potentially damaging the pump.  Repairs have been made.  
 

SOUTHWEST MEADOWS SANCTUARY PARK AND PRESERVE 
 Staff is working with engineer and architect team to work through permitting issues, specifically 

with septic/sewer and water system.  
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Town of Southwest Ranches Recreation, Forestry and Natural Resources Advisory Board 
Follow up/Maintenance Report, Page 2 
 
ROLLING OAKS PARK 
 Youth Sports Program: Skyhawks has reconfigured its SuperTots programs for the coming 

season to be in the afternoons. Morning programs were cancelled due to low enrollment. Winter 
programs run from February 4th to March 26th.  

 Butterfly Garden: Gate has been reinstalled.  
 New storage container: Staff sent an email to the SEAB and ROCA community members 

requesting guidance on shared use of storage areas. Response has yet to be received. The new 
shipping container is not climate controlled, so any items placed inside will need to be hardy 
enough for hot conditions.  New shelving units were placed inside the container.   

 Lightning Struck Oak: Staff is researching artists to create a public art feature and has a 
February deadline for this project.   
 

TOWN WIDE TREE CARE 
 Hancock south of Luray: An oak tree that died has been replaced and is being hand-watered 

during its establishment period.  
 
EVENTS  
 Southwest Ranches Farmers Market: ongoing on Saturdays and Sundays at Southwest 

Meadows Preserve, 10:00 am - 3 pm.  
 Monthly Open Play Chess Event: Our monthly event takes place on the third Saturday each 

month from 10 am - 2 pm Town Hall. This month’s event will be January 20th. 
 Southwest Ranches Country Fair: The Southwest Ranches Parks Foundation’s premier 

fundraising event takes place January 16-20 at Southwest Meadows Preserve at the following 
times:  
1/16 - Thursday 5-10p.m. 
1/17 - Friday 5-10:30p.m. 
1/18 - Saturday 1-10:30p.m. 
1/19 - Sunday 1-10:30p.m. 
1/20 - Monday 12-6p.m. 
Tickets can be purchased online via the Fair’s website at https://swrcountryfair.com/ 

 Southwest Ranches Youth Fun Horse Show: This favored annual event will take place on 
Saturday, February 15th at Sunshine Ranches Equestrian Park, 9:00 am - end.  

 SoFlo Chili Fest: Another annual community favorite, this Southwest Ranches Parks 
Foundation fundraising event will take place on Saturday, February 22nd at Rolling Oaks Park, 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm.  

 
 

https://swrcountryfair.com/
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