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TOWN HALL: 13400 Griffin Road / Southwest Ranches, FL 33330 • PHONE: (954) 434-0008 • FAX: (954) 434-1490
TOWN HALL OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Friday / 8:30 am - 5:00 pm • TOWN WEBSITE: www.southwestranches.org
TOWN HALL TWITTER ACCOUNT: @SWR_Gov • YOUTUBE: Town of Southwest Ranches Official Channel • FACEBOOK: facebook@SWRGOV
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CITATION REPORTS 
FOR THE MONTH OF
JANUARY, 2024
District 1 yielded 7 citations and 3 hours and 
52 mins of traffic enforcement. 
District 2 yielded 5 citations and 9 hours and 
3 mins of traffic enforcement.
District 3 yielded 42 citations and 10 hours 
and 2 mins of traffic enforcement.

District 4 yielded 122 citations and 19 hours and 34 mins of traffic enforcement.

Cherly Danner, Police Services Coordinator SWR
cdanner@southwestranches.org

The one thing that 
unites us here in the 
Ranches is our desire 

to live out, and preserve for the next gen-
eration, our rural lifestyle.  I want to com-
mend Council Member Hartmann for his 
work, along with our Administration, to 
pull together a workshop focusing on this 
topic.  It was very interesting to hear ev-
eryone’s thoughts on this topic. There 
were recommendations on how to im-
prove and enhance it as well as thoughts 
on the best way to protect it.  While I will 
leave much of the details to Council Mem-
ber Hartmann, I  want to make two obser-
vations from the meeting.
First, it was interesting, and the residents 
at the meeting also noted this observation 
and smiled a bit, there is a fine line that we 
are walking with code and how they en-
force our ordinances.  I believe that we 
have an excellent Code Department and 
very much appreciate all of Julio’s and his 
Team’s efforts.  They have a really tough 
job!  But the interesting observation is that 
to protect our Rural Lifestyle, some resi-
dents want code to be more proactive.  
However, to protect our Rural Lifestyle, 
some residents want less intrusion by code 
into our lives.  Frankly I could see both 
points.  I think  the lesson here is that we as 
a Council need to think twice, maybe three 
times before implementing new ordinanc-
es.  Any new ordinance needs to protect 

Mayor Steve Breitkreuz
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our freedoms as well protect our residents 
from the abuse of those freedoms.  But it 
was a great conversation.
The second observation is that we had a 
really great crowd out that evening.  That 
tells me that we, as a Town, are still in good 
shape.  I know that I can safely say that 
your Council is unanimous in its desire and 
efforts to preserve our Rural Lifestyle.  
However, it is even more dependent on the 
residents.  It is you who provide the Coun-
cil with the backing when other interests 
apply pressure on the Town to back off our 
stance.  We have not backed off in the 
past, and I know this Council will not back 
off in the future.  But future Councils will 
still need this strong resident support to 
continue our efforts.
Finally, I am looking for feedback from you 
on a potential proposal.  One thought that 
I had to be proactive and promote our Ru-
ral Lifestyle was to provide a minimal fi-
nancial  incentive for non-Ag properties 
that have a working Ag structure on their 
property and are using it for an Ag use.  If it 
is a true Ag property, then those proper-
ties are already getting a significant tax 
concession.  However, many of us are not 
in the Ag business, but still enjoy the Ag 
lifestyle in one fashion or another.  This po-
tential change still needs a lot of work, but 
pro or con, I would very much like to hear 
your thoughts.  If you have thoughts, con-
cerns, recommendations on this topic, I 
would like to hear from you!
Thank you as always for the opportunity 
to serve our Town as your Mayor.  Sincere-
ly, it is a huge honor.  Please feel free to 
contact me should you have any concerns 
or recommendations for improvements.

Steve                                                                                                                                                 
(954) 296-6018

WATER 
MATTERS DAY

SA
VE

 W

ATER  EMBRACE NATURE

22ND ANNUAL
BROWARD COUNTY

More information: watermatters.broward.org

Park Fee - $3 per vehicle

Event Highlights
 

Individuals with disabilities requiring accommodations in order to participate  
in programs, services, and activities must contact the RED/Natural Resources Division 

at 954-519-1281 or TTY954-537-2844 at least (5) business days  
 prior to the scheduled meeting or event

T ree Tops Park, 3900 SW 100th Ave, Davie

• Emerald Awards 
Ceremony 

• Interactive educational  
displays/booths  

• Water conservation tips

• Free plants and trees 
2 per household  

• Food trucks
• Children’s activities

• Raffles

City of Cooper City, Town of Davie, City of Hollywood, City of Oakland Park, City of Plantation,  
Town of Southwest Ranches, City of Sunrise, Old Plantation Water District, South Broward Drainage District, 
Calvin, Giordano & Associates, Inc., Carollo Engineers, The Chappell Group Inc., Hunter Irrigation, Sun-Sentinel

S AT U R DAY  M A RC H  9 ,  2 0 2 4    9 a m  -  3 p m
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Howdy Ranchers, 
Last month I began 
writing about the 
biggest threat to our 
rural lifestyle and our 
Town, the proposed 

incinerator. The Council voted that the only 
acceptable solution is to promote Zero 
Waste.  Zero Waste is not just one form of 
reducing solid waste; it refers to a goal to 
minimize materials that reach our landfills 
and reduce waste at the source.  While sin-
gle-use products are disposed in our land-
fills and harm the environment, Zero Waste 
living encourages us to be intentional 
about our daily consumption and consider 
how our decisions impact our planet.
One way that residents can help reduce our 
solid waste in landfills is composting. Com-
posting is a controlled, aerobic (oxygen-
required) process that converts organic 
materials into a nutrient-rich, biologically 
stable soil amendment or mulch through 
natural decomposition. Microorganisms 
feed on the materials added to the com-
post pile during the process. They use car-
bon and nitrogen to grow and reproduce, 
water to digest materials, and oxygen to 
breathe.
Compost is created by layering carbon-rich 
organic materials called “browns”, like 
leaves, mulch, twigs, and paper, with nitro-
gen-rich materials called “greens”, like 
fruits, vegetables, eggshells, and coffee 
grounds. Switching between browns and 
greens powers the microorganisms to eat 
away at the pile — but make sure to toss in 
double the amount of browns to greens.
As the food scraps and organic material 
start to break down, the temperature of the 
pile can rise up to 160 degrees. To speed up 
the process, turn the pile once a week. 
When it’s finished, it will look dark and 
crumbly, and it shouldn’t smell at all.
Key Benefits about composting: 
- When you compost, you are returning nu-
trients to the soil, helping to maintain the 
balance in our environment.
- When you divert your food scraps away 
from landfills, you are reducing the produc-
tion of Methane gas, a greenhouse gas 21x 
more potent than CO2.

Vice Mayor
David S. Kuczenski, Esq.

Fill for horse stalls does not require a fill permit. 
In addition, a permit may not be required if a 
small amount of sand is required to replenish a 
horse arena. However the Town recommends 
that a property owner or leasee contact our of-
fice to assure that the type of work being per-
formed falls under this criteria prior to perform-
ing the work. A phone call to us will help prevent 
a possible warning from Code Enforcement and 
double fees when it comes to acquiring the re-
quired permit.

Please call: (954) 434-0008 or 
Email:  jmarques@southwestranches.org

STAY IN TOUCH WITH ENGINEERING

- You will be supporting local farmers and 
reducing the need to use herbicides and 
pesticides.
- Compost has the ability to store carbon, 
reducing the amount that is released into 
the atmosphere and preventing global 
warming.
- Compost can absorb water, reducing the 
risk of flooding.
- Composting is so rich in nutrients that it 
can rescue eroded land so it can become 
fertile again.
Diverting compostable material from gar-
bage containers reduces the volume in our 
landfills, which are running out of space 
(the justification for building an incinera-
tor).  Additionally, composting takes nutri-
ent-rich material, accelerates its break-
down, and returns it to nature, helping to 
grow trees, gardens, and crops.
To speak with a composting vendor, take a 
trip to our Southwest Ranches Farmers 
Market.  A representative from Composting 
For Life Miami has been staffing a table to 
help educate the public. 
As your Vice Mayor, I aim to preserve South-
west Ranches’ unique rural lifestyle and 
minimize any changes to it. Together, let’s 
protect and maintain what makes our com-
munity special.  I also strive to return all 
phone calls within 24 to 48 hours.  If you 
have questions or concerns, do not hesitate 
to contact me. As always, it has been an 
honor to serve as your voice on the Council.

Very Truly Yours,                                                                     
David S. Kuczenski, Esq.                                                                          
Council Member District 4 

Whether you are a seasoned resident, a 
contractor or a fresh, out-of-the-oven new-
comer, the Town of Southwest Ranches 
front desk has something for you! 
You can obtain inspection forms, fill permit 
applications, event permits, reflective ad-
dress marker applications, photo contest 
calendars, SWR stickers, a welcome packet 
for newcomers, a piece of candy, and a 
friendly smile plus information on Zoning, En-
gineering, Building and Solid Waste.  To your 
surprise, you can even have a mini-thera-
peutic, stress-relieving encounter! More on 
that later.  Let’s talk about permits first… 
Please be mindful that when submitting 
payments for permits, separate payments 
are required for each department: Zoning 
Engineering and Building. All checks are 
made out to the Town of Southwest Ranch-
es.  Remember to write the permit number 
on the checks. Also, if you fill out an inspec-
tion form in person before 3:00 pm, it will 
usually be scheduled for the following day.  
Now, regarding the stress-relieving encoun-
ter…yes, you read correctly. The Town has its 
very own mascot, Floki. Floki is a two-year 
old Pomchi, a Pomeranian and Chihuahua 
wonderful mix. He goes to work every day 
and some residents who know him ask for 
him whenever they visit. Studies have shown 
that petting a dog helps to lower the stress 
hormone, cortisol and your blood pressure!  
So, next time you visit, feel free to visit Floki. 
You will get your questions answered, your 
permits taken care of, and you may even 
leave a little bit “sweeter,” both from the 
candy and from Floki’s sugar!

MESSAGEMESSAGE
FROM THE FROM THE 

FRONT DESK…FRONT DESK…
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by Debra Ruesga
BRIEF LEGISLATION FROM THE 
JANUARY 11, 2024 TOWN COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING:
•Adopted Resolution 2024-029 approving the 
second modification to the agreement with the 
Town Financial Administrator.
• Adopted Resolution 2024-030 amending the 
Town’s Charter Officer’s retirement contributions 
from 12% to 15%.
BRIEF LEGISLATION FROM THE JANUARY 25, 
2024 TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING:
• Adopted Ordinance 2024-004 amending the 
indoor and outdoor assembly regulations in the 
Unified Land Development Code.
• Adopted Resolution 2024-024 approving the 
first amendment to the agreement with C Dan-
ner LLC for police civilian coordinator services.
• Adopted Resolution 2024-025 approving a wa-
ter service agreement with the City of Sunrise for 
5556 Hancock Road.
• Adopted Resolution 2024-026 approving a wa-
ter service agreement with the City of Sunrise for 
14100 Stirling Road.
• Adopted Resolution 2024-027 approving the 
creation of the Zero Waste Advisory Board.
• Adopted Resolution 2024-028 approving the 
reinstatement of the Public Safety and Traffic 
Committee.
To view these approved items in their entirety 
please visit the Town Clerk’s Department page 
on the Town website and click on the Resolutions 
and/or Ordinances link. 

• WHAT IS COMPOST?  Compost is the sus-
tainable, recycled, nutrient rich soil amend-
ment product of decomposed organic 
waste. Simply put, compost is actually what 
you get when organic material (like food 
scraps, leaves, and animal products) de-
composes properly. It’s a nutrient rich, dirt-
like material that can be used to enrich soil 
and nourish growth.
• WHAT IS COMPOSTING? Composting is 
the process by which organic material - 
yard scraps, food scraps, etc. - is made into 
soil, rather than thrown in the trash and 
eventually sent to a landfill. By doing so, we 
are able to create more nutrient-rich soil 
and reduce our reliance on landfills, which 
are quickly filling up and emitting green-
house gases that contribute to global 
warming.
• WHY SHOULD I COMPOST? Diverting 
compostable material places less pressure 
on our landfills, which are slowly running 
out of space. By contrast, composting takes 
nutrient-rich material, accelerates its 
breakdown, returns it to nature, helping to 
grow trees, gardens, and crops. By com-
posting your food scraps, you’ll be reduc-
ing your carbon foot and the frequency or 
your trash pickups— helping save our plan-
et and your wallet!
• CONTAMINATION. Any unwanted/ non-
compostable materials are considered 
contaminants. They can be burdensome to 
remove and can lower the value of the fin-
ished compost product. Physical contami-
nants of most concern are the Big Three: 
Plastics (including plastic bags), glass and 
produce stickers.
To avoid contaminating your compost, 
make sure you become familiar with the 
food waste we accept (see list attachment). 
Please note that this excludes any type of 
animal protein. 
For example, as of December of 2023, 
Compost for Life has diverted 2,342,226 lbs 
of food scraps from landfills. To put it in 
simpler terms, this is equivalent to CO2 
emissions from: 1,035,264 LBS OF COAL 
BURNED - 105,400-GAL OF GAS - 118 
HOMES’ ENERGY USE FOR A YEAR.

If you have any questions about compost-
ing right, feel free to ask Compost for Life 
via email at information@compostfor-
lifemiami.com.  You can now become part 
of our composting community initiative in 
Southwest Ranches and nearby West Bro-
ward communities. You’ll be helping to 
achieve our goal of reducing environmen-
tal impact by diverting food waste from 
landfills and recycling into high quality soil 
to create a sustainable cycle. The organic 
material will be turned back into soil at a 
local farm where it is processed for 4 – 6 
months.  The finished compost can be used 
for gardening and/or landscaping.
Industrial scale composting is a zero-waste 
method of diverting organic material away 
from landfills and incinerators.  If this is 
done in Broward County, approximately 
30-40% and possibly more organic mate-
rial can help the County avoid having to 
build a new trash incinerator and or reduce 
the size of an existing incinerator which 
would have less impact on the environ-
ment and ultimately on human health.
TO HELP IN THE GRASS ROOTS EFFORT TO 
OPPOSE ANY NEW INCINERATORS BEING 
BUILT ANYWHERE NEAR OR ADJACENT TO 
SOUTHWEST RANCHES OR ANYWHERE IN 
SOUTH FLORIDA, YOU CAN JOIN OUR 
GRASS ROOTS COMMUNITY , ZERO WASTE 
BROWARD TASK FORCE BY ATTENDING 
THE NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 13TH AT 
7PM AT SOUTHWEST RANCHES TOWN 
HALL, BY EMAILING zerowastebrowardtf@
gmail.com, AND JOINING FACEBOOK 
GROUP https://facebook.com/groups/bro-
wardcleanair

FOR THE WELL-BEING OF OUR PLANET
 REDUCING OUR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

BY COMPOSTING OUR FOOD SCRAPS

Truth in Millage (TRIM)  establishes the statutory 
requirements that all taxing authorities levying millage 
must follow, including all notices and budget hearing 
requirements. 
The millage rate is one-tenth of a percent, which equates              
to $1 in taxes for every $1,000 in home value. 
The Town’s TRIM notice associated to your property,            
can be viewed at Broward County Property Appraiser’s 
website (www.bcpa.net).  Click “property search”                            
feature and enter your home information ) e.g., name, 
address, etc.). 

“HOW TO DO BUSINESS WITH THE TOWN”
The Town welcomes participation from all vendors 
qualified to do business with the Town. Please visit the 
Procurement page on the Town’s website and complete 
the Vendor Application.

by Emil Lopez

“FINANCE ACADEMY”
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SHOW YOUR TOWN SPIRIT
SWR stickers are made for residents by the Country Estates Homeowners Association.

 Sticker’s are $1 each and are available at Town Hall, 13400 Griffin Rd.

This month marks National Developmental Disabilities 
Awareness Month. The purpose of this month is to 
recognize the great works of Americans with develop-
mental disabilities that affect their physical, learning, 
language, or behavior abilities. It also reminds the 
nation of our commitment to our disabled citizens by 
providing them with equal dignity, respect, and access 
to opportunity. 
Today, I stand as your State representative, but before, 
I spent the majority of my working life in the Florida 
education system as a special education teacher, an 
assistant principal, and as a school board member. 
Through these experiences, I was able to learn more 
about how to help our children receive the best educa-
tion we can provide for them. One issue plaguing our 
schools is lack of access to an equal quality education 
for our special needs students. At the end of the sum-
mer, a mother came to visit me at the district office, 
sharing how difficult it was to find a preschool that 
would meet the needs of her son, Logan. Logan re-
quired patience and empathy that many schools 
weren’t able to provide. She then explained to me that 
even after finding a school for her son that agreed to 
account for her son’s way of learning, he was kicked 
out. From there he was sent from school to school with 
no one able to accommodate him. When he was finally 
placed in a district school, his mother was elated but hit 

Looking like something between a crane and a rail, 
this odd wading bird has no close relatives. It is 
widespread in the American tropics but enters our 
area only in Florida and southern Georgia -- only 
where it can satisfy its dietary requirement for ap-
ple snails, as well as insects, crustaceans, worms, 
frogs, lizards. Mostly solitary, Limpkins may be 
overlooked as they stalk about in marshes and 
swamps; they draw attention with their piercing 
banshee wails, often heard at dawn or at night.

Laura Warren was honored for her beautiful mural on the wall at 
Founders Park in Southwest Ranches, depicting our beautiful Flor-
ida scenery and wildlife.
Robert Sirota of the Rural Public Arts Board suggested the idea ,  
and knowing Laura is an artist, I asked her if she would be inter-
ested. She said she would, and she submitted her ideas, and of 
course our board unanimously decided to support the project.
After some time and a generous monetary donation by the  Sun-
shine Ranches HOA to help fund the project, she was able  to com-
plete this project as planned. 
Despite the Florida heat and a few unwanted visitors, numerous 
changes, and additions (artists creative genius!) our beautiful mu-
ral came to life!
She received a plaque for her beautiful work and a rendering of 
the work which was framed by Council Member Gary Jablonski  is 
now on display  at Southwest Ranches Town Hall.
Thank you again Laura for enhancing the beauty of our Town !!

LOOKING FOR
LIMPKINS

(https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/limpkin)

RURAL PUBLIC ARTS & DESIGN BOARD PRESENTS

another roadblock. This school did not provide after-
care and struggled to find one that could provide edu-
cation to her son. Everyone deserves a right to educa-
tion, yet often we see students with disabilities, such as 
Logan, struggling to find an education. This is what in-
spired HB 847: School Readiness Program. 
Our bill will require that teachers who work with stu-
dents with special needs to receive 10 more hours of 
training in order to better account for the needs of 
their students. As of now, they receive the same 
amount of training despite having students with dif-
ferent needs. This is how students such as Logan end 
up getting kicked out of their schools, as the teachers 
aren’t given the training to provide quality education. 
We will also expand IEPs to students with behavioral 
issues if they receive confirmation from a psychiatrist 
that they would in fact benefit from this type of edu-
cation. Acting as a corrector for their behavior on a 
more individual level, as many of these students may 
be more reactive as they do not respond to the style 
of learning in the mainstream education system. It is 
easy to see this as its own incident, but this is the sto-
ry of most parents with children who have develop-
mental disabilities. In fact, the expulsion rate for stu-
dents in K–12 with special needs disabilities is 3 times 
higher than the national average. I find this to be un-
acceptable.  
To conclude this bill is transformative and will allow al-
low our students and families access to the resources 
they deserve to have a better start in the education 
system and early identification helps to remove the risk 
of later life issues, such as problems in school or main-
taining employment, mental health problems, or sub-
stance use problems, according to the CDC. This is im-
portant for their futures to set them up for success, so 
all of society can grow and we can keep our promises to 
our constituents.
It is an honor to serve you and we are here to assist 
with any issues or concerns you may have. I welcome 
ideas and suggestions. Feel free to contact me any-
time at robin.bartleman@myfloridahouse.gov or our 
office at (954) 424-6828. You can also reach me on my 
personal cell at (954) 668-3662.

NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES 
AWARENESS 
MONTH

Susan Kutz Staff Liaison, Robert Sirota Board Member, David S. Kuczenski, Esq. 
Council Liaison, Laura Warren Artist, Laurie Morse Board Member, Rose Allbritton 
Chair, Sage Cimetta Vice Chair and Barbara Gonzalez Board Member not pictured.



Hi Friends, Residents, and Business Own-
ers! This is a reminder of some safety tips.  
Please continue to notify the Davie Police 
Department if you see anything suspi-
cious: 

Non-emergency 
(954) 693-8200
Emergency 911  

Please keep your property and homes 
safe.  Lock all your doors and remove keys 
and fobs from your vehicles.  Please re-
move your mail from your mailbox in a 
timely manner.  If you will be out of town, 
you can contact the US Postal Service 
and request your mail not be delivered 
until you return.  Please visit USPS Hold 
Mail Service to submit a request online. 
You will need to sign in to or create a 
USPS.com account to begin an online 
USPS Hold Mail request. You can enter an 
online USPS Hold Mail request up to 30 
days in advance of the start date or as 
early as the next scheduled delivery day.  
Stay safe and watch out for each other! 
All the best, Cheryl Danner Police Service 
Coordinator

A Special Recognition
At the February 22, 2024, Town 
Council Meeting recognized resi-
dent and owner of PHI Construc-
tion, George Morris who is much 
more than a resident, local business 
owner, and  Town Advisory Board 
Member. He was acknowledged for 
his love of the town, which includes 
many Town construction projects, 
generosity in the donation of his 
time for his services, experience 
and leadership within the Town that 
has positively impacted residents, 
staff, Council, and visitors. 
George, we thank you for your self-
less service that has  benefited resi-
dents.  
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PLANTING GUIDE FOR
SOUTH FLORIDA VEGETABLES

Website: www.broward.org/parks/extension/urbanhorticulture
A SERVICE OF THE BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

MAY: Black-Eyed Peas, Sweet Potatoes, 
Watermelon.
JUNE: Cassava,  Chayote,  Cherry Toma-
toes,  Chinese Yams,  Malanga,  Pigeon 
Peas,  Pumpkin,  Sweet Potatoes.
SOIL PREPARATION: If your soil pH is be-
tween 5.5 and 7.0, no adjustment in pH 
needs to be made. However, in South 
Florida the pH ranges from 7.0 to 8.5 and 
you will need to improve your soil and its 
pH by bringing in topsoil or a soil mix, or 
by applying liberal amounts of organic 
material to the soil already present. 
Spade or plow the plot at least 3-4 weeks 
before planting. Then rework the soil 
into a fine firm, seedbed at planting 
time. 
ADDING ORGANIC MATTER: Various 
forms of organics such as animal ma-
nure, rotted leaves, compost, and cover 
crops should be thoroughly mixed into 
the soil well in advance of planting, pref-
erably at least a month. Fertilizers Use a 
balanced time-release fertilizer such as 
8-8-8 or 15-15-15. If the pH is above 6.3, 
micronutrients will be necessary. Fertilize 
at planting, when the plants flower, and 
when the fruit is medium sized. The fertil-
izer can be either broadcasted (spread by 
throwing) over the plot, or a line of fertil-

izer can be laid 2-3 inches on both sides 
of the plant row (banding). Follow the 
directions on the fertilizer label and con-
sult Florida Vegetable Gardening Guide1 
SP 103 publication for more specific in-
structions.
GARDEN PLACEMENT • Full sun (6 hours 
of sun per day) • Convenient to the house 
• Level ground • Good soil • Well-drained 
area • Clear of trees and shrubs • Close to 
a water source.
Gardens may be planted year- round in 
Florida, but fall is the preferred season in 
South Florida. Garden placement is very 
important. Use the following key points 
to place your vegetable garden to in-
crease your gardening success. 

A FRIENDLY
REMINDER
FROM
THE DAVIE
POLICE
DEPARTMENT
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• Do not walk through flowing water.  If you must walk in standing water, use 
a pole or stick to ensure the depth of the water ahead.
• Do not drive through a flooded area.  Do not drive around road barriers; 
the road may be washed out.
• Stay away from power lines and electrical wires.  Electrical current travels 
through water.  If possible, report downed powerlines to FPL.  Do not use 
appliances or motors that are wet unless they have been taken apart, 
cleaned and dried.
• Look out for animals, especially snakes. Small animals that have been 
flooded out of their habitat may take shelter in your home.
• Look before you step.  After a flood, the ground and floors can be covered 
with debris.  Surfaces that have been covered with mud can be very slippery.
• Be alert for gas leaks.  If your house is serviced by gas, do not smoke, use 
candles or open flames unless you know the gas has not built up.  Make ar-
rangements to turn off your electricity and gas.
To sign up to be notified via voice message, text and email for important 
public safety information during a storm visit http://southwestranches.org 
and Broward.org/Emergency/Pages/AlertBroward.aspx.

Financial Assistance Advice
If your home or business is damaged by a flood, you may be re-
quired to meet certain building requirements to reduce further 

flood damage by coming into compliance with local, state, and federal crite-
ria.  To help with these costs, financial assistance such as grants, loans, rebates 
and the NFIP’s Increased Cost of Compliance Coverage may be available.
For assistance regarding financial assistance options, please contact the 
Town’s Engineering Department at (954) 434-0008, Broward County’s Miti-
gation Coordinator at (954) 831-3900 or visit Disasterassistance.gov.  

National Flood Insurance Program Changes
In accordance with 2014 Homeowner Flood Insurance Afford-
ability Act, the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA) is continuing to gradually phase out flood insurance premium sub-
sidies on certain policyholders. The changes have and will have the great-
est impact on properties located within a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) 
that were built prior to the adoption of Broward County’s first FEMA Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) on October 26, 1972, or prior to December 31, 
1974, without elevation certificate information. For more information on the 
National Flood Insurance Program changes visit FEMA.gov/flood-insur-
ance-reform.

Get a Flood Insurance Policy
Replacing household contents damaged by floods could place 
a significant financial burden on a homeowner or renter without 

flood insurance. Just a few inches of water from a flood can cause tens of 
thousands of dollars in damage. Homeowner’s insurance policies do not 
generally cover damage from floods. However, because the Town of South-
west Ranches participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), 
you can purchase a separate flood insurance policy from an insurance agent 
and benefit from the premium discount available to all Southwest Ranches 
residents. Flood insurance is backed by the federal government and is avail-
able to everyone, even for properties that have been flooded previously. 
Please note that unless there is a special condition of the mortgage, there 
normally is a 30-day waiting period between the time flood insurance is 
purchased and the time coverage is in force. Though all home and business 
owners in these areas with mortgages from federally regulated or insured 
lenders are required to buy flood insurance, all residents should consider 
flood insurance to protect against significant financial losses.

            FFlloooodd  SSaaffeettyy::  
                                         Know your Risk 
                                            

                      
 
 

• Do not walk through flowing water.  If you must walk in standing water, use a 
pole or stick to ensure the depth of the water ahead. 

 
• Do not drive through a flooded area.  Do not drive around road barriers; the 

road may be washed out. 
 

• Stay away from power lines and electrical wires.  Electrical current travels 
through water.  If possible, report downed powerlines to FPL.  Do not use 
appliances or motors that are wet unless they have been taken apart, cleaned 
and dried. 

 
• Look out for animals, especially snakes. Small animals that have been 

flooded out of their habitat may take shelter in your home. 
 

• Look before you step.  After a flood, the ground and floors can be covered with 
debris.  Surfaces that have been covered with mud can be very slippery. 

 
• Be alert for gas leaks.  If your house is serviced by gas, do not smoke, use 

candles or open flames unless you know the gas has not built up.  Make 
arrangements to turn off your electricity and gas. 

 
To sign up to be notified via voice message, text and email for important public safety 
information during a storm visit http://southwestranches.org and 
Broward.org/Emergency/Pages/AlertBroward.aspx. 
 

 
Financial Assistance Advice 
If your home or business is damaged by a flood, you may be required to 
meet certain building requirements to reduce further flood damage by coming 
into compliance with local, state, and federal criteria.  To help with these 

costs, financial assistance such as grants, loans, rebates and the NFIP’s Increased 
Cost of Compliance Coverage may be available. 
 
For assistance regarding financial assistance options, please contact the Town’s 
Engineering Department at (954) 434-0008, Broward County’s Mitigation Coordinator at 
(954) 831-3900 or visit Disasterassistance.gov.   

If your property is in the SFHA and you have a mortgage from a federally 
regulated or insured lender, flood insurance is required. Even if you do not 
have a mortgage and you live in the SFHA or you live outside of the SFHA, all 
property owners and renters should carefully consider the benefits of flood 
insurance to protect against significant financial losses from floods. For 
more information visit the following sites: Floodsmart.gov and FEMA.gov/
national-flood-insurance-program.
If you would like to know if your property is in a SFHA you can use the in-
teractive map viewer. Visit http://southwestranches.org/departments/
town-engineering/flood-insurance-information/ and select Flood Maps. 
You can also call (954) 434-0008, provide your address and zip code, and 
Town staff will assist you in determining SFHA information specific to your 
property.

Elevation Certificate Information
Elevation certificates for buildings are on file and may be ob-
tained by visiting http://southwestranches.org/departments/
town-engineering/flood-insurance-information/. 
Water Quality and Flood Control Effects of Drainage Systems
The success of the drainage system in your neighborhood de-
pends on proper maintenance of the system. The swales that 

are commonly located between your yard and street are part of the neigh-
borhood’s storm water management system.
Gutters, storm drain pipes, lakes, wetlands, swales and canals should be kept 
free of debris. It is against Town Code to dump trash in waters. The drainage 
system may provide both water quality and flood control benefits. Lakes, 
wetlands, swales and canals filter pollutants from runoff or allow pollutants 
to settle out. Check with the Town’s Engineering Department before paving, 
regrading or altering swales.

Protect Property from Flooding
Losses due to floods can be reduced by implementing prop-
erty protection measures. Furniture, appliances, clothing, and 

other movable items can be elevated within the structure or relocated 
away from potential flooding if time permits. You should also make an 
itemized inventory of your belongings including costs, dates of purchase 
and serial numbers.
There are several ways to protect a building from flood damage if feasible. 
One way is to make sure your lot is graded in a manner that will direct runoff 
away from your building. Another approach is to make your walls waterproof 
and place watertight closures over the doorways. This method is not recom-
mended if water will rise to a depth of two feet or greater. A third approach 
is to raise the house above flood levels. Prior to making these modifications, 
consult with a certified contractor.

Build Responsibly
Strict regulations govern substantial improvements to struc-
tures in the flood plain. According to NFIP, “substantial improve-

ment” means the cost of any repair, reconstruction, or improvement of a 
structure which equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the 
structure either before the improvement is started or if the structure has 
been damaged and is being restored.
Please be advised that any new development or improvement on a property 
will be subject to current Town regulations and may also be subject to state 
and federal regulations. Please contact the Southwest Ranches Building 
Code Services Division at (954) 434-0008 for specific information and to re-
port unpermitted construction activities.

Flood Risk Specialist Available to Assist Residents
The Town of Southwest Ranches wants to ensure that residents 
who have questions about flood risks, flood insurance, and ret-

rofitting techniques, get answers in a timely manner. The Town Engineer is 
available to assist in the following areas: 1) Flood Insurance; 2) Flood Zone 
interpretation including base flood elevation and/or flood depth; 3) Ad-
ditional FIRM information; 4) Problems not shown on FIRM; 5) Special 
flood related hazards; 6) Historical flood-related data; 7) Natural flood-
plain functions; and 8) Property protection measures. Please call the Engi-
neering Department at (954) 434-0008 and ask to speak to the Town En-
gineer. You may also schedule a site visit to review flooding, drainage, and 
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2024 Homestead Exemption/Save Our Homes Cap Set by the State
The Florida Department of Revenue has set the 2024 Save Our Homes (SOH) 
cap at 3%. This SOH assessment cap limits increases to the Assessed/SOH 
Value for properties receiving Homestead Exemption to no more than 3% per 
year or the increase in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) regardless of increases 
to the just value of the property. This cap results in considerable property tax 
savings over time for properties with Homestead Exemption. It is important to 
remember this is not a cap on the actual taxes, but rather a cap on the amount 
the Assessed/SOH Value of the property may increase annually. Properties 
without Homestead Exemption receive the benefit of a 10% cap on the As-
sessed/SOH Value beginning the year after the property is reassessed at just 
value. 
Important: The Save Our Homes cap begins the year after you receive Home-
stead Exemption.  This cap does not cover new construction or construction 
that was not taxed before the “Save Our Homes” limit applied to a particular 
property. When buying/acquiring real estate, do not assume the property 
taxes will remain the same as the current owner’s taxes. Under Florida law, 
a change in ownership will reset the assessed value of the property to full 
market value, which could result in higher property taxes.  To help property 
owners better prepare, our office offers a New Homebuyer’s Tax Estimator on 
our website at https://web.bcpa.net/bcpaclient/#/Tax-Estimator.
Late Filing Exemption Deadline - September 18, 2024 
Your Homestead Exemption automatically renews each year provided there is 
no change in the ownership or use of the property. If you are already receiving 
Homestead Exemption on your current home, you do not need to reapply. If 
you have not yet applied for your 2024 Homestead Exemption, Low-Income 
Senior Exemption, or any other exemption, you can still late file until Septem-
ber 18, 2024. To apply for any of these exemptions, please visit https://web.
bcpa.net/bcpaclient/#/Homestead. Once the September statutory “late fil-
ing” deadline has closed, we cannot accept any more 2024 exemption appli-
cations regardless of any good cause reason for missing the late filing dead-
line. Property owners who moved to a new home in 2024 can pre-file for tax 
year 2025 at https://bcpa.net/homesteadonline_with_portability/web/in-
dex.aspx.
If my office can ever be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact 
me directly at 954-357-6830 by email at martykiar@bcpa.net.

Take care,

 
 

DOES MY HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION AUTOMATICALLY RENEW? 
 
After your initial application for Homestead Exemption has been approved, it automatically renews 
each year unless there is a change of ownership or eligible use of your homesteaded property.  
Each January, our office mails a Homestead Renewal Notice and “Change Card” to all 
Homesteaded properties.  Florida law requires the property owner to notify the Property Appraiser 
of any change which may affect homestead eligibility. This Change Order Card provides an 
efficient way to communicate these important changes to our office. 
 
If there are NO changes to the use and/or ownership of your property, simply keep the card as 
your receipt verifying that your Homestead Exemption has automatically renewed for another 
year.  However, if there are changes, please mark the Change Card accordingly and return it to 
our office.   
 
If your name is not printed above the mailing address section on this card, it means you 
are not protected by Homestead Exemption at this property.  You may be on title to the 
property, but you are not receiving Homestead Exemption. If you are eligible for Homestead 
Exemption on this property, you must complete your own Homestead Exemption application.  You 
can apply online at https://web.bcpa.net/bcpaclient/#/HomesteadExemption 
 
If you are a co-owner, surviving spouse, trust beneficiary or otherwise believe you are eligible for 
this exemption, you must file your own Homestead Exemption application to receive the benefit. 
If you have any questions relating to the death of the owner, the Change Card or need assistance 
in filing for Homestead or other tax-saving exemptions, please visit our website at web.bcpa.net  
or contact our Customer Service Department at 954-357-6830. 
 
WHERE DID MY PORTABILITY SAVINGS GO?  
 
A portability deduction is only posted to your property record page in the first year you receive 
your new Homestead Exemption. The portability savings from the first year form the basis of your 
new Save Our Homes value on a going forward basis and -- in subsequent years -- will rise or fall 
based upon market just value changes and the 3% cap, as your new Save Our Homes value has 
incorporated your portability savings. When our website is updated to display subsequent year 
property values, your portability deduction is no longer shown independently because it is already 
factored into your new Assessed/Save Our Homes value. 
      
If my office can ever be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at 
martykiar@bcpa.net. 
 
Take care, 
 

 
Marty Kiar, JD, CFA  

storm sewer problems, and to obtain advice on retrofitting techniques 
to provide additional protection. Go to http://southwestranches.org/
departments/town-engineering/flood-insurance-information/ for ad-
ditional information.

Local Flood Hazards
Floods resulting from prolonged, heavy rainfall can occur in 
rivers and canals that drain inland areas into the Atlantic 

Ocean when waterway capacities are exceeded. Flooding from heavy 
rainfall occurs in low-lying areas and areas near rivers and canals.
The severe flooding that occurred as a result of the exceedingly wet sum-
mers and the hurricanes of 1947 was the basis for creating what is now the 
South Florida Water Management District. South Florida’s five-month 
rainy season brings more than two-thirds of the region’s annual rainfall. 
The rainy season can also bring flooding, which may occur when large 
amounts of rain fall over a short period of time or from a single heavy 
storm, tropical system or hurricane.
Since portions of Southwest Ranches have been designated as a Special 
Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) by the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy (FEMA), it is advisable to check the interactive map viewer to see the 
location of your property with respect to the SFHA. Visit http://south-
westranches.org/departments/town-engineering/flood-insurance-in-
formation/ and select Flood Maps. You can also call (954) 434-0008, pro-
vide your address and zip code, and Town staff will assist you in determin-
ing SFHA information specific to your property.

Protect Natural Floodplain Functions
Although much of the natural flood plain system in South 
Florida has been altered and is frequently over-drained, ef-

forts are being made to enhance many historical wetlands and canals to 
restore them to a more natural state. These flood plain and wetland areas 
buffer flood flows, remove pollutants from our surface waters, recharge 
groundwater and create diverse habitat systems for plants and animals. 
The Southwest Ranches Comprehensive Plan includes policies pertaining 
to flood plains and wetlands. The plan provides for protection and cre-
ation of surface waters, protection and wetlands preservation.

Map Services
Maps are an effective method of communicating information 
about flood hazards.  Residents and businesses that are 
aware of potential flood hazards can take steps to avoid 

problems and reduce exposure to flooding.  Therefore, the Town offers 
complementary maps to supplement and clarify the Flood Insurance Rate 
Map (FIRM) with information on additional hazards, flooding outside 
mapped areas, development regulations that affect floodplain properties, 
flood insurance, natural floodplain functions, and property protection 
measures.  
A GIS mapping application for Southwest Ranches that is publicly avail-
able includes information you will need for a flood insurance policy in-
cluding whether your property is in a SFHA, the community number, pan-
el number and suffix, FIRM date, FIRM zone, base flood elevation and the 
elevation datum used. Additional FIRM information is also available show-
ing areas of concern such as whether your property is located within a 
floodway.  
The Town has mapped local drainage problem areas within the Town.  In 
addition, the Town has a map providing information about past floods 
that have occurred. If you live in one of these areas, we would like to have 
a discussion with you regarding potential remedies.  
A GIS mapping application for Southwest Ranches that is publicly avail-
able includes layers related to natural floodplain functions, specifically 
wetlands and fish and wildlife habitat. The map includes Broward Coun-
ty’s wetland data to provide a comprehensive picture of where wetlands 
are located within the Town.
To view these interactive maps, please visit the Town’s website.  For more 
information regarding the flood maps and the Town’s floodplain manage-
ment program or if you would like assistance reading the maps, please call 
Town Hall at (954) 434-0008 or email rley@southwestranches.org.

Source: Broward County Flood News, Summer 2018, Volume 24, Issue 1

 

 

 

MEET YOUR NEW TOWN ADMINISTRATOR AND NEW TOWN CLERK 

The Town celebrated the promotions of Town 
Administrator Russell Muñiz and Town Clerk Debra 
Ruesga at the Charter Officer Swearing-in Ceremony, 
held January 25, 2024. 

Russell Muñiz was appointed Town Administrator in 
December of 2023. He joined the Town in March 2014 
as the Town Clerk and was appointed Assistant Town 
Administrator in January 2015. He has been serving 
South Florida municipalities since 1995; previously 
serving Davie and Pembroke Pines. 

Debra Ruesga was appointed Town Clerk in 
December of 2023, after joining the Town as Deputy 
Town Clerk in January of 2020. She has been in public 
service since 2000, having previously worked for the 
City of Pembroke Pines as well as the City of Coral 
Springs. 

Congratulations to you both. We thank you for your service to the Town and look forward to your 
future contributions.  
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FLOWS

Learn more at
sfwmd.gov/rainyseason

Where the water 

after it leaves your
neighborhood

3

2

1

The South Florida Water Management District
operates the regional water management
system of canals, levees, water control structures
and storage areas. The system connects to local
drainage districts & thousands of neighborhood
systems. These interconnected systems must
work together to achieve maximum drainage
of excess rainwater.

Heavy rainfall in a short period of time may
result in �ooding, even with well-engineered
and maintained systems.

1. Neighborhood Canals
Community drainage systems store 
excess water in local lakes, ponds, 
swales and streets. Some standing 
water is expected after heavy rains.

Excess water slowly drains to 
community lakes or ponds through 
street and yard storm drains.

Rainwater then �ows through 
underground pipes to the next link in 
the �ood control chain: the local canals.

2. Local Canals (Secondary)
Local canals are maintained and operated by 
cities, counties or local drainage districts and
include canals, pump stations and storage areas.

These canals receive water from neighborhoods 
and store excess water or move it to the 
larger-capacity regional �ood control system.

3. Regional  Canals (Primary) 
The regional canal system is designed to move the most
water as quickly and safely as possible. Aided by pump stations, 
these canals channel excess water into storage or to coastal 
discharge points.

In areas not served by the water management system, natural 
rivers and other waterways serve as drainage outlets.

by: Public Works (Part 2)

To our longtime resident BOB PARKER
We hope this birthday brings you joy, laughter and love – all things you deserve.
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Unity in Diversity 5K
Run - Rolling Oaks
Barn 7:30am            
• Farmers’ Market
16290 Griffin Rd.
10am - 3:00pm

   

• Farmers’ Market
16290 Griffin Rd.
10am - 3:00pm

   

• Farmers’ Market
16290 Griffin Rd.
10am - 3:00pm

• Fire Advisory
Board Meeting
-Town Hall 7pm

• Comprehensive
Plan Advisory
Board Meeting
-Town Hall 7pm

• Spring Begins
• Drainage & 
Infrastructure Advisory
Board Meeting
-Town Hall 7pm 

M A RC H

BULK ZONE 2

BULK ZONE 8

BULK ZONE 2

BULK ZONE 8

BULK ZONE 4

BULK ZONE 10

BULK ZONE 4

BULK ZONE 10

BULK ZONE 1

BULK ZONE 7

BULK ZONE 1

BULK ZONE 7

BULK ZONE 3

BULK ZONE 9

BULK ZONE 3

BULK ZONE 9

BULK ZONE 11

BULK ZONE 5

BULK ZONE 11

BULK ZONE 5

BULK ZONE 11

BULK ZONE 12

BULK ZONE 6

BULK ZONE 12

BULK ZONE 6

BULK ZONE 12

• TOWN COUNCIL
MEETING
-Town Hall 7pm

• Public Safety & Traffic 
Committee
-Town Hall 7pm

• TOWN COUNCIL
MEETING
-Town Hall 7pm

• Rural Public Arts
& Design Board
Meeting
-Town Hall 7pm

• Mid-Town Civic 
Association Meeting
7pm ZOOM• Palm Sunday • Good Friday

• Rolling Oaks
Civic Association 
Meeting
- Rolling Oaks Barn
17630 SW 56th St. 7pm

   

• Farmers’ Market
16290 Griffin Rd.
10am - 3:00pm

   

• Farmers’ Market
16290 Griffin Rd.
10am - 3:00pm

• Flow Mobile
DMV Services
-Town Hall 10 - 2:00pm
(by appointment only)
• Sunshine Ranches
HOA Meeting
-ZOOM 7pm

• CODE Hearing
-Town Hall 9am          
• BCPA Office
-Town Hall 10:30am - 12:30pm 
• Zero Waste Advisory
  Board Meeting
- Town Hall 7pm

• Schools & Education 
Advisory  Board Meeting 
- Rolling Oaks Barn 7pm 

• Parks, Recreation,
Forestry & Natural
Resources Advisory 
Board Meeting
-Town Hall 7pm

• Zero Waste Broward 
Task Force Meeting
- Town Hall 7 pm

PHOTO BY: Robin Ditzian
“Chilling in the stall, a happy girl
and a foal.” (From the 2024 Photo 
Contest Calendar)

• Country Estates
HOA Meeting 
- Grace Baptist Church
 19200 Griffin Rd. 7pm
 SWR Parks Foundation
Meeting - Town Hall 7pm
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            www.southwestranches.org 

CLICK ON QR CODE TO VISIT US AT
WWW.SOUTHWESTRANCHES.ORGFacebook: 

facebook@SWRGOV
YouTube:

Town of Southwest Ranches                       
Official Channel
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@SWR_Gov

 
 

Southwest Ranches Town Hall 
13400 Griffin Road  

Southwest Ranches, FL 33330 
Contact: December Lauretano-Haines 

Southwest Ranches Presents 

Open Play Chess 

 


