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– Waste to Energy Plant

Over the last couple of 
years, we have been 
hearing about an effort 

from Broward County Officials who are propos-
ing to develop a central plan for waste disposal 
for Broward County.  This has been triggered by 
an overall understanding that we need to have a 
better plan moving forward, and we need to 
work together to come up with that plan.  Also, 
there was a mandate at the State level that 
something be done by 2030.  Based on this ef-
fort, the Town was requested, and the Town 
Council agreed to, an Interlocal Agreement (ILA) 
between Broward County and the participating 
municipalities that would develop a task force to 
address this issue by creating a unified Solid 
Waste Authority.

While no specific solution is proposed in the ILA, 
the preferred option currently is to have a Waste 
to Energy (WTE) plant.  You may be familiar 
with this solution as Broward County has seen 
these in the past.  One was in Pompano Beach 
and the other was on 441 just south of I-595 un-
der the “Wheelabrator” moniker.  While the pro-
posed WTE would be the same type of plant, we 
are being told it would be a much cleaner and 
more efficient plant.

By approving this ILA, the Town will be a part of 
the discussion.  Beyond that, because one of the 
locations, and by all accounts the primary loca-
tion, will be near US 27 and Sheridan Street, the 
Town was able to secure the ability to provide 
our concerns up front, prior to any decisions 
and to participate in decision-making meetings.

Certainly, it is good to see this issue being ad-
dressed. This is not a problem that will be going 
away any time soon as Broward County contin-
ues to grow. The problem will only grow more 
acute.  However, there are significant issues 
with potentially having the incinerator on this 
property near US 27.  

There are major challenges with building an 
incinerator here in Western Broward County.  
Much of the drinking water in western Bro-
ward County comes from out west.  Contami-
nating that water supply would be cata-
strophic. Another issue is getting the waste 
from eastern Broward County to western Bro-
ward County, so it could be burned.  Since 
most of the population is in the east, hauling 
it out west would be highly inefficient.  Final-

Good day Southwest 
Ranches, 

Here we are in the mid-
dle of The Dog Days of 

Summer, where the temperatures reach the 
high 90’s, but it feels like temperatures are over 
100 degrees. When outdoors remember to stay 
hydrated to help prevent the possibility of heat 
exhaustion or heat stroke.  

I feel that our Town is in the middle of their own 
Dog Days with several hot button issues before 
us. The first is the Broward County Interlocal 
Agreement (ILA). With this agreement Broward 
County is looking for ways to reduce the amount 
of waste going into our landfills. The Town 
signed the ILA, which gave Southwest Ranches a 
seat at the table when any discussions or meet-
ings about this issue take place. By signing the 
ILA, in NO WAY does this mean the Town is in 
favor of any Waste to Energy Plant (Incinera-
tor). The Town Council recently passed a resolu-
tion opposing the placing of any waste to ener-
gy plant adjacent to or nearby the Town. Many 
of our residents have joined with the Town 
Council and the Town Staff in voicing our con-
cerns about the future of the surrounding envi-
ronment in southwest Broward if a waste plant 
is built. I am sure the Town’s newsletter, which 
is mailed to every residence, and the Town’s 
webpage will be used to help keep everyone in-
formed. This is something with which we all 
need to get involved. 

The second hot button issue deals with NOISE. 
The Mayor held a special workshop in May and 

Mayor  
Steve Breitkreuz

Vice Mayor
Jim Allbritton

ly, placing it next the Everglades, and putting 
that treasure at risk, is not something that 
anyone should be doing.

So, the question then is where this plant (WTE) 
should be located.  Certainly, a place that is 
closer to the population center and where drink-
ing water is not involved seems like a clearly 
better solution.  Even better might be focusing 
on a true recycling effort whereby this plant 
would not be needed at all.  Other areas are 
working at making this a reality.  It would be 
exceptional if Broward County could also take 
the lead in this effort.

As always, I welcome your thoughts and feed-
back on this and other issues.  I am blessed and 
honored to serve as your Mayor.

Steve (954) 296-6018 

asked the residents for their input on what new 
provisions could be instituted within our cur-
rent ordinance. The Council is currently work-
ing to bring forth a revised ordinance that bet-
ter deals with this topic. 

The third hot button issue deals with fill. There 
have been several fill violations where residents 
bring in fill without a permit or bring in more 
fill than their pulled permit allows. Our Drain-
age and Infrastructure Advisory Board is cur-
rently looking at ways to improve the process of 
getting a permit and to define what can be done 
when a violation occurs. 

The fourth hot button issue deals with FIRE-
WORKS. The State allows fireworks to be legally 
displayed on three days of the year, New Year’s 
Eve, New Year’s Day and The 4th of July. As we 
saw during the 4th of July Holiday there were 
days before and after the 4th that fireworks 
were heard. The Town’s Comprehensive Plan-
ning Board has  proposed  fireworks regulation-
sthat would put policies in place to regulate the 
other three hundred sixty-two days. This Ordi-
nance is currently being drafted for action by 
the Council.  This would give our police the abil-
ity to enforce violations. 

In closing I would like to send my condolences to 
the Epps family for the passing of Mr. Curtiss W. 
Epps. RIP My Friend. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please 
feel free to contact me at jallbritton@south-
westranche.org  or 954-343-7401 / 305-903-7043 

Howdy Ranchers, 

This month, I would like 
to share a brief explana-
tion of the upcoming 

renewal of the Public Safety contract. The 10-year 
contract, valued at approximately $113 million, 
will be the largest contract the Town has ever 
committed to.  Before I get into the details, let me 
begin by stating that Public Safety is the greatest 
expense for every municipality. While this con-
tract comes at a cost, extending the agreement to 
ten years will allow the administration to effec-
tively plan and budget the expenses.  In the future, 
and if feasible, I am hoping the administration 
can provide a breakdown on the annual TRIM no-
tice detailing the part of the millage that goes to-
wards public safety. I believe this will provide 
more transparency regarding the allocation of 
your tax dollars for Town-related services.  

Council  Member
David S. Kuczenski



2: Divide the full value of the contract by 10 so that 
the payment is the same every year. This option 
will result in a very large increase up front, but it 
will be the same for the following ten years. (This 
option is being reviewed by the legal department)  

3: Consider a smoothing option, where the an-
nual payment increase is gradual at first and 
steeper towards the end. This alternative would 
be a mix of the first two options.

I urge you to discuss these alternatives with your 
family and reach out to me regarding your preferred 
payment method.  Also, in accordance with Sunshine 
Law, I kindly request that you refrain from sharing 
any discussions you’ve had with one Council Member 
with another Council Member.  I can assure you that 
not one cent of the increase will go to the Town for 
the general operation of our government.

As your Town Council Member, I aim to preserve 
Southwest Ranches’ unique rural lifestyle and min-
imize any changes to it. Together, let’s protect and 
maintain what makes our community special.  I 
also strive to return all phone calls within 24 to 48 
hours.  If you have questions or concerns, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. As always, it has been an 
honor to serve as your voice on the Council.

Very Truly Yours,
David S Kuczenski
Council Member District 4
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Council  Member
Bob Hartmann

The idea of forming our own professional Fire, 
EMS, and Police force has been suggested as an 
alternative.  However, this would be cost-prohib-
itive due to the lack of available resources, such 
as equipment, vehicles, facilities, and other ad-
ministrative costs. Each department would re-
quire chiefs, assistant chiefs, command staff, as 
well as human resources expenses for recruiting, 
training, and dealing with union issues.  

Our spending on Public Safety is targeted toward 
having active personnel on the ground rather 
than excessive administrative roles.  We typically 
have two to four police officers on shift at all times, 
with a target of three officers.  Furthermore, if a 
situation arises where additional police presence is 
needed, Davie always provides the necessary sup-
port.  Davie has assigned our Town fourteen total 
road patrol officers and Eddy Velasquez, a highly 
respected and experienced detective, who serves as 
our liaison.  Additionally, we have access to com-
mand staff and other units when needed.  

Our analysis of another Broward municipality 
with a similar population (but smaller land 
mass) revealed that they are paying more than 
$7.2 million for public safety per year for their 
own police and the BSO contract for fire, and 
they also expect that cost to significantly in-
crease in Fiscal Year 2024. Town staff did have 
an exploratory meeting with BSO, but this did 
not prove to be a viable option. 

Additionally, the contract includes a provision 
to construct an Emergency Operations Center 
(EOC). This was already high priority for the 
Town Council. We expect a fully operational EOC 
in approximately five years or sooner if all goes 
well.  This will require at least two additional 
rescue personnel.  

Lastly, after experiencing a ride-along with a 
Davie police officer, I am even more convinced 
that Davie is a great partner.  Chief Kinsey is a 
veteran of both BSO and the Fort Lauderdale po-
lice department. It was relayed to me that he has 
implemented many highly effective crime re-
duction programs in the community.  

Now to the issue that we need your input on: 
methods of paying the contract.  Currently, 
residents who are not exempt are paying ap-
proximately $740 per household per year for 
their fire assessment.  There will be an in-
crease in the fire assessment portion of your 
tax bill, and the question is: How do you wish 
to pay for the services?  These are the avail-
able options: 

1: Pay the contract costs annually and assess 
residents for the cost of the service each year as 
we progress.  This will increase every year as 
contract costs increase. 

Hi Neighbors,

About four years ago, a 
group of elected officials 
visited a Southwest Ranch-
es Council meeting to 

educate our community about plans to meet a sol-
id waste goal set by the Florida Legislature to in-
crease recycling to 75% of the solid waste gener-
ated in Broward by 2030. At that point, the Council 
was skeptical but supportive of the goal, given our 
challenges with increasing recycling across town.  

The group of officials made a recent trip to our 
Council meeting again to persuade our community 
to approve the County interlocal agreement (ILA) to 
create the new Solid Waste Disposal and Recycling 
Materials Processing Authority (SWDRMA). An ILA 
is a written contract between local government 
agencies such as a town, a county, a school board, 
or a constitutional office. Any time a public service 
involves the joint operations and budgets of two or 
more local government agencies, one of the agen-
cies must draft an ILA among the parties. It must be 
approved by all sides, with each government’s gov-

erning body–a school board, a town council, a 
county commission–enacting the agreement by 
vote. We decided to approve the interlocal agree-
ment because, with our approval of the contract, 
we will have a seat on the Authority to make the 
ongoing decisions. Otherwise, we would be locked 
out of the new county-wide solid waste authority 
and could not provide feedback on their direction. 
Given our proximity to the Pines Landfill, Mayor 
Steve Breitkruez also successfully negotiated our 
seat to be with the large cities group. Due to its 
population size, SWR is often given a back seat to 
Pines, Fort Lauderdale, Pompano and Hollywood, 
and other large cities. The mayor recognizing this 
barrier, asked for and received this concession. 

At the meeting, the officials highlighted a change 
since the inception of the original concept. Now 
their position is that they can only make the 75% 
recycling goal by 2030 and more stringent 2030 and 
2050 goals by building incinerators. When asked 
where these facilities would be built, the represen-
tatives responded that it had yet to be decided. We 
learned that the County has two sites that may be 
used. One is called Alpha 250, and it’s located adja-
cent to the WM Pompano Landfill (Monarch Hill 
Renewable Energy Park) east of the Turnpike be-
tween Wiles and Sample Road. The other identified 
potential site is the Broward County Landfill be-
tween Sheridan Street and Stirling Rd and 
abutting US-27, bordering Southwest Ranches 
on the southwest side of town. A few days later, we 
learned from a former county commissioner that 
the County can only make its recycling goals by 
2050 by constructing at least three incinerators.  

At June 8th Council Meeting, the Council respond-
ed to these plans accordingly. We collectively con-
sider this a threat to our health, lifestyle, animals, 
property values, and the environment. The Council 
also took action to get started. The Council is draft-
ing a resolution to be circulated to the Authority 
and its members, endorsing a zero-waste strategy. 
Zero-waste means nothing goes into the air, water, 
or ground; everything must be recycled. 

Real solutions must focus on producing less waste, 
manufacturing less plastic, and using effective 
and proven mechanical and organics recycling 
methods—not finding new ways to incinerate these 
materials. We need to move towards a truly circu-
lar, sustainable, recycling economy based on ma-
terials that don’t pollute, don’t contain toxic 
chemicals, or come from fossil fuels.

For all these reasons, following the lead of environ-
mental and environmental justice groups that have 
voiced strong opposition to policies supporting 
waste incineration, the County should not give the 
chemical and fossil fuel industries another oppor-
tunity to pollute the world, harm the public, and 
foist the costs of their products on communities.
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Whatever green-washing euphemism the incin-
eration industry uses—be it “waste to energy,” 
“chemical recycling,” or something else—waste in-
cineration is a false solution that will ultimately 
leave Broward County, our communities, and the 
public feeling burned. 

With the finite space for landfills running out, discov-
ering ways to deal with our waste problem is impera-
tive. The trash incineration (a.k.a. “waste-to-energy” 
or WTE) industry wants to persuade the public that 
they’re the answer. However, incinerators cause more 
problems than they solve and are the most expensive 
way to manage waste or to create energy. Incinera-
tion reduces every 100 tons of trash to 30 tons of toxic 
ash that must be disposed of in landfills.

The Council has asked the presidents of the SWR 
HOAs and civic associations to form a President’s 
Council to track the action of the Authority, help 
formulate a defensive strategy to eliminate the in-
cinerators, and provide resident feedback on the 
town’s approach and residents’ views on the issue. 
Our residents have used the Presidents Council ap-
proach in the past to address and block actions by 
other government agencies.  These meetings are 
expected to be held at least monthly and open to 
our residents to attend and participate. These 
meetings will be publicized by the Town and par-
ticipating HOA. 

We don’t want to be accused of “Not in my back-
yard” (NIMBY) syndrome. That argument is only 

part of the concern. In an age where we are seeing 
climate change happening year-round, such as 
more and stronger hurricanes, frequent 100-year 
storms, flooding, and sea-level rise, as well as be-
ing forced to own lower emission vehicles or to 
switch from fossil-fuel powered to electric vehi-
cles, lawn maintenance equipment, and other es-
sential features of modern life, why would we 
agree to construct at least three $1 billion incinera-
tors that pollute on an industrial scale. The SW-
DRMA replaces the Broward Resource Recovery 
Board, which made similar commitments over 20 
years ago and failed when China stopped buying 
recycling. We are going down the same Waste-to-
energy path by giving up on recycling and build-
ing incinerators rather than focusing over the last 
four years on furthering recycling. 

This action by the County has created the greatest 
risk to our Town since it was formed in 2000. At 
some point, we need your support as we fight the 
SWDRMA to change its approach to a sustainable 
method. Please follow this issue via the Sun Senti-
nel, the Town Newsletter, and social media. These 
are existential threats to our town and lifestyle. 
When we need your help to express our concerns 
to the Authority or protest these massive pollution 
generators, please answer the call to action.

If you have any questions on this topic or any town-
related issues, please call me at 954-801-1758.

Bob Hartmann

by Russell Muñiz
Clerk’s Corner – 

BRIEF LEGISLATION FROM THE JUNE 2023 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS:

• Adopted Resolution 2023-055 approving an ex-
tension of a phasing agreement for Archbishop
Edward A. McCarthy High School, relating to its
amended site plan.

• Adopted Resolution 2023-056 approving the
purchase and installation of a galvanized steel
dome roof shade structure for the Country Estates
Fishing Hole Park.

• Adopted Resolution 2023-057 consenting to the
City of Cooper City providing water services to
6125 Stallion Way.

• Adopted Resolution 2023-058 approving a set-
tlement with the City of Pembroke Pines in connec-
tion with Broward County Circuit Court Case 12-
28819, for attorney’s fees. 

To view these approved items in their entirety 
please visit the Town Clerk’s Department page on 
the Town website and click on the Resolutions 
and/or Ordinances link.  
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KidCare

Now Signed into 
Law! 

Florida’s working 
families have been 
facing serious fi-
nancial demands. 
Families struggle 

to feed their kids and put a roof over their 
heads. They have also been struggling to af-
ford healthcare for their children – their most 
precious asset.

After 3 years of advocating for the expansion 
of the Florida KidCare Eligibility Program, my 
bipartisan bill finally passed both Chambers 
during this past Legislative Session. Fur-
thermore, on June 22nd, Governor Ron De-
Santis signed this bill into law. 

The Florida KidCare Program provides health in-
surance coverage for families with incomes too 
high to qualify for Medicaid. Before this legisla-
tion, KidCare eligibility sat at 200% of the Federal 
Poverty Level (FPL). Now, working families up to 
300% of the poverty level can qualify for health-
care coverage. This law creates a glide path with 
different premium tiers for families. As they make 
more, they will contribute more. This is a hand up 
for working families, not a hand out.  This change 
will go into effect January 1, 2024. 

For too long, working families feared losing 
their comprehensive healthcare coverage 
should they make a few extra dollars from a 
promotion or pay raise. Now, these parents 
and guardians who have struggled can 
breathe knowing they can protect their chil-
dren in the years to come. As they earn 
more, they will contribute more, and the 
new system will set families up for eco-
nomic prosperity. This bill is projected to 
help over 77,000 families in its first year 
and hundreds of thousands of families 
thereafter.  

Back-To-School!
Florida Teacher Classroom Supply 

Assistance Program 
As many of you may know, I was a school 
teacher and a member of the Broward School 
Board for many years. Now, my eldest daugh-
ter, Emma, is a teacher as well. Too many 
times we have had to pay out of pocket for 
necessary classroom materials. As a teacher, 

all we want is to provide the best learning en-
vironment for students, but have struggled to 
do so with our financial limitations. 

This year, the Legislature passed the largest 
budget in state history topping out at over 
$117 billion. A por tion of the budget was 
allocated to the Florida Teacher Classroom 
Supply Assistance Program. This will pro-
vide school teachers with funds to purchase 
classroom materials and supplies for their 
students. A minimum of $300 per class-
room teacher was rolled into this program 
in what is known as the “base student allo-
cation” (BSA). These funds will enrich our 
schools even fur ther by providing for the 
students and families who may struggle to 
make ends meet when factoring in the costs 
of these classroom materials. Additionally, 
Teachers employed less than full-time are 
able to receive a prorated por tion of the 
supply assistance grant.

HB 733 - Middle School and High School Start 
Times
This past session, the Florida Legislature 
passed a bipar tisan bill that will require 
changing star t times for middle and high 
schools beginning in 2026. This bill will 
push back instructional star t times to 8:00 
a.m. for middle schools and 8:30 a.m. for
high schools, allowing for more optimal
sleep times for teenagers amongst other
health benefits according to the American
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP). This bill also
appropriates a non-recurring $5,000,000 to
award grants given to school districts that
implement these changes before July 2026,
and to conduct surveys of superintendents
regarding the costs of these changes.

This bill will prioritize the health of our chil-
dren by allowing them to get the sleep they 
need to succeed physically, mentally, so-
cially, and academically. Specifically, it cre-
ates star t times that are more consistent 
with our teenagers’ changing sleep cycles. 
This bill will also cover the costs of making 
this as seamless of a transition for our stu-
dents and schools as possible.

It is an honor to serve you and we are here to 
assist with any issues or concerns you may 

have. I welcome ideas and suggestions.   
Feel free to contact me anytime at                 

robin.bartleman@myfloridahouse.gov        
or our office at (954) 424-6828. You can 

also reach me on my personal cell at           
(954) 668-3662

Flooding causes millions of dollars’ worth of 
damage to homes and businesses around the 
country every year. Standard homeowners and 
commercial property insurance policies do not 
cover flood losses. To meet the need for this vital 
coverage, the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) administers the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP). The NFIP offers flood 
insurance to all properties in communities that 
comply with minimum standards for floodplain 
management. 
The Community Rating System (CRS) is a volun-
tary program for communities participating in the 
National Flood Insurance Program. The CRS of-
fers flood insurance policy premium discounts in 
communities that develop and execute extra 
measures beyond minimum floodplain manage-
ment requirements to provide protection from 
flooding. 
Under the CRS, flood insurance premium rates 
are discounted to reward community actions that 
meet the three goals of the CRS, which are: (1) 
reduce flood damage to insurable property; (2) 
strengthen and support the insurance aspects of 
the NFIP; (3) encourage a comprehensive ap-
proach to floodplain management.
The Town implements measures and is audited 
annually to maintain a CRS Class 7 community 
rating in the program. This means residents of 
Southwest Ranches enjoy a 15% discount on 
flood insurance. Contact your insurance compa-
ny if you do not believe you are receiving this 
discount.
For more information visit: https://www.fema.
gov/floodplain-management/community-rating-
system

SOUTHWEST RANCHES RESIDENTS 
GET A 15% DISCOUNT ON FLOOD 
INSURANCE?
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NO LAWNS
(Source: https://www.nolawns.org/p/why-no-lawns.html)

The No Lawns movement is a growing environ-
mental and social initiative that challenges the tra-
ditional concept of lush, green, and manicured 
lawns as the ideal for residential and public spaces. 
Advocates of this movement aim to promote more 
sustainable, eco-friendly, and diverse alternatives 
to conventional lawns, which often require inten-
sive maintenance, excessive water usage, and the 
use of harmful chemicals. By understanding the 
reasons behind the No Lawns movement and the 
benefits of adopting alternative landscaping prac-
tices, we can create healthier, more sustainable, 
and beautiful outdoor spaces.

Environmental Impact:
Traditional lawns often demand a significant amount 
of water, energy, and chemical inputs to maintain 
their pristine appearance. This not only depletes 
valuable resources but also contributes to pollution, 
ecosystem degradation, and climate change. The No 

Lawns movement seeks to mitigate these negative 
impacts by encouraging the adoption of more sus-
tainable and low-maintenance alternatives.

Monoculture Lawns:
Monoculture lawns, consisting of a single grass spe-
cies, lack the biodiversity that healthy ecosystems 
require. These lawns can create a fragile environ-
ment susceptible to pests, diseases, and other is-
sues, often requiring the use of harmful pesticides 
and herbicides to maintain their uniformity. The No 
Lawns movement promotes the use of native plants, 
wildflowers, and diverse plantings that support a rich 
ecosystem and reduce the need for chemical inputs.

Water Conservation:
Maintaining a traditional lawn can require an enor-
mous amount of water, especially during periods of 
drought or in arid climates. The No Lawns movement 
emphasizes the importance of water conservation by 
advocating for the use of drought-tolerant plants, xe-
riscaping, and rainwater harvesting techniques. 
These approaches can drastically reduce water con-
sumption while still providing visually appealing land-
scapes.

Loving and devoted husband and father, Cur-
tiss W. Epps SR (85), of Southwest Ranches, 
FL passed away on June 22nd, 2023. He 
leaves behind his wife Nancy, daughter Pa-
mela Ivey, husband Michael, son’s Curtiss II, 
wife Cheryl, Charles, wife Lisa, Craig, wife 
Kascey, Christopher wife Julia, 14 grandchil-
dren and 8 great grandchildren. Curtiss was a 
devoted Christian strong in his faith, commit-
ted to his church (Grace Baptist) and his 
community of Southwest Ranches. 

Curtiss took interest in the development of 
Southwest Ranches and attended most if not 
all homeowner association meetings.  

Curtiss and Nancy started attending Grace 
Baptist Church in 2010, where Curtiss be-
came a church deacon and a Sunday morn-
ing staple. He was placed as one of the Board 
of Directors for Grace Baptist and Family Min-
istries of America.

Curtiss will be remembered, loved and dearly 
missed by his family and friends. 

In lieu of flowers donations can be made to 
Grace Baptist in Curtiss’ name. 

- MEMORIAM -
Curtiss W. Epps

Wildlife Preservation:
Monoculture lawns often lack the necessary re-
sources to support local wildlife, such as food, shel-
ter, and nesting sites. By replacing lawns with more 
diverse and native plantings, the No Lawns move-
ment aims to create habitats that support pollinators, 
birds, and other beneficial wildlife, ultimately foster-
ing a healthier and more balanced ecosystem.

Health Concerns:
The use of chemical fertilizers, pesticides, and herbi-
cides on traditional lawns can pose health risks for 
humans, pets, and wildlife. These chemicals can 
contaminate soil, water sources, and air quality, 
leading to a range of health issues. The No Lawns 
movement advocates for organic and chemical-free 
landscaping practices to protect the health of com-
munities and the environment.

Time and Resource Efficiency:
Maintaining a manicured lawn can be time-consum-
ing, labor-intensive, and expensive. By adopting 
more sustainable landscaping practices, homeown-
ers can save time, effort, and money while contribut-
ing to a healthier environment.
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• Do not walk through flowing water. If you must walk in 
standing water, use a pole or stick to ensure the depth of the 
water ahead. 

• Do not drive through a flooded area. Do not drive 
around road barriers; the road may be washed out.

• Stay away from power lines and electrical wires. Elec-
trical current travels through water. If possible, report 
downed powerlines to FPL. Do not use appliances or mo-
tors that are wet unless they have been taken apart,
cleaned and dried.

• Look out for animals, especially snakes. Small animals 
that have been flooded out of their habitat may take shelter 
in your home.

• Look before you step. After a flood, the ground and floors 
can be covered with debris. Surfaces that have been cov-
ered with mud can be very slippery.

• Be alert for gas leaks. If your house is serviced by gas, 
do not smoke, use candles or open flames unless you know 
the gas has not built up.  Make arrangements to turn off your 
electricity and gas.

To sign up to be notified via voice message, text and email 
for important public safety information during a storm visit 
http://southwestranches.org/rapid-notify/ and Broward.
org/Emergency/Pages/AlertBroward.aspx.

Financial Assistance Advice
If your home or business is damaged by a flood, you may be 
required to meet certain building requirements to reduce fur-
ther flood damage by coming into compliance with local, 
state, and federal criteria. To help with these costs, financial 
assistance such as grants, loans, rebates and the NFIP’s 
Increased Cost of Compliance Coverage may be available. For 
assistance regarding financial assistance options, please con-
tact the Town’s Engineering Department at (954) 434-0008,      

Broward County’s Mitigation Coordinator at
(954) 831-3900 or visit Disasterassistance.gov. 

National Flood Insurance Program Changes
In accordance with 2014 Homeowner Flood Insurance Af-
fordability Act, the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) is continuing to gradually phase out flood insurance 
premium subsidies on certain policyholders. The changes 
have and will have the greatest impact on properties located 
within a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) that were built 
prior to the adoption of Broward County’s first FEMA Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) on October 26, 1972, or prior to 
December 31, 1974, without elevation certificate information. 
For more information on the National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram changes visit FEMA.gov/flood-insurance-reform

Get a Flood Insurance Policy
Replacing household contents damaged by floods could 
place a significant financial burden on a homeowner or renter 

FLOOD SAFETY:
KNOW YOUR RISK
FLOOD SAFETY:
KNOW YOUR RISK
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without flood insurance. Just a few inches of water from a 
flood can cause tens of thousands of dollars in damage. 
Homeowner’s insurance policies do not generally cover 
damage from floods. However, because the Town of South-
west Ranches participates in the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP), you can purchase a separate flood insur-
ance policy from an insurance agent and benefit from the 
premium discount available to all Southwest Ranches resi-
dents. Flood insurance is backed by the federal government 
and is available to everyone, even for properties that have 
been flooded previously. Please note that unless there is a 
special condition of the mortgage, there normally is a 30-
day waiting period between the time flood insurance is pur-
chased and the time coverage is in force. Though all home 
and business owners in these areas with mortgages from 
federally regulated or insured lenders are required to buy 
flood insurance, all residents should consider flood insur-
ance to protect against significant financial losses.

If your property is in the SFHA and you have a mortgage 
from a federally regulated or insured lender, flood insurance 
is required. Even if you do not have a mortgage and you live 
in the SFHA or you live outside of the SFHA, all property 
owners and renters should carefully consider the benefits of 
flood insurance to protect against significant financial loss-
es from floods. For more information visit the following 
sites: Floodsmart.gov and FEMA.gov/national-flood-in-
surance-program.

If you would like to know if your property is in a SFHA you can 
use the interactive map viewer. Visit http://southwestranch-
es.org/departments/town-engineering/flood-insurance-
information/ and select Flood Maps. You can also call (954) 
434-0008 and provide your address and zip code.

Elevation Certificate Information  
 Elevation certificates for buildings are on file and may be 
obtained by visiting http://southwestranches.org/depart-
ments/town-engineering/flood-insurance-information/. 

Water Quality and Flood Control Effects          
of Drainage Systems

The success of the drainage system in your neighborhood 
depends on proper maintenance of the system. The swales 
that are commonly located between your yard and street are 
part of the neighborhood’s storm water management system.

Gutters, storm drain pipes, lakes, wetlands, swales and ca-
nals should be kept free of debris. It is against Town Code to 
dump trash in waters. The drainage system may provide 
both water quality and flood control benefits. Lakes, wet-
lands, swales and canals filter pollutants from runoff or al-
low pollutants to settle out. Check with the Town’s Engineer-
ing Department before paving, regrading or altering swales.

Protect Property from Flooding
Losses due to floods can be reduced by implementing prop-
erty protection measures. Furniture, appliances, clothing, and 
other movable items can be elevated within the structure or 
relocated away from potential flooding if time permits. You 
should also make an itemized inventory of your belongings 
including costs, dates of purchase and serial numbers.

There are several ways to protect a building from flood dam-
age if feasible. One way is to make sure your lot is graded in 
a manner that will direct runoff away from your building. 
Another approach is to make your walls waterproof and 
place watertight closures over the doorways. This method 
is not recommended if water will rise to a depth of two feet 
or greater. A third approach is to raise the house above flood 
levels. Prior to making these modifications, consult with a 
certified contractor.

Build Responsibly
Strict regulations govern substantial improvements to struc-
tures in the flood plain. According to NFIP, “substantial im-
provement” means the cost of any repair, reconstruction, or 
improvement of a structure which equals or exceeds 50 
percent of the market value of the structure either before the 
improvement is started or if the structure has been dam-
aged and is being restored.

Please be advised that any new development or improve-
ment on a property will be subject to current Town regula-
tions and may also be subject to state and federal regula-

tions. Please contact the Southwest Ranches Building Code 
Services Division at (954) 434-0008 for specific information 
and to report unpermitted construction activities.

Flood Risk Specialist Available
to Assist Residents

The Town of Southwest Ranches wants to ensure that resi-
dents who have questions about flood risks, flood insur-
ance, and retrofitting techniques, get answers in a timely 
manner. The Town Engineer is available to assist in the fol-
lowing areas: 1) Flood Insurance; 2) Flood Zone interpreta-
tion including base flood elevation and/or flood depth; 3) 
Additional FIRM information; 4) Problems not shown on 
FIRM; 5) Special flood related hazards; 6) Historical flood-
related data; 7) Natural floodplain functions; and 8) Property 
protection measures. Please call the Engineering Depart-
ment at (954) 434-0008 and ask to speak to the Town Engi-
neer. You may also schedule a site visit to review flooding, 
drainage, and storm sewer problems, and to obtain advice 
on retrofitting techniques to provide additional protection. Go 
to http://southwestranches.org/departments/town-engi-
neering/flood-insurance-information/ for additional in-
formation.

Local Flood Hazards
Floods resulting from prolonged, heavy rainfall can occur in 
rivers and canals that drain inland areas into the Atlantic 
Ocean when waterway capacities are exceeded. Flooding 
from heavy rainfall occurs in low-lying areas and areas near 
rivers and canals.

The severe flooding that occurred as a result of the exceed-
ingly wet summers and the hurricanes of 1947 was the 
basis for creating what is now the South Florida Water 
Management District. South Florida’s five-month rainy sea-
son brings more than two-thirds of the region’s annual 
rainfall. The rainy season can also bring flooding, which 
may occur when large amounts of rain fall over a short 
period of time or from a single heavy storm, tropical sys-
tem or hurricane

Since portions of Southwest Ranches have been desig-
nated as a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) by the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), it is advis-
able to check the interactive map viewer to see the location 
of your property with respect to the SFHA. Visit http://
southwestranches.org/departments/town-engineering/
flood-insurance-information/ and select Flood Maps. 
You could also get flood hazard information for your prop-
erty by calling (954) 434-0008 and providing your address 
and zip code.

Protect Natural Floodplain Functions
Although much of the natural flood plain system in South 
Florida has been altered and is frequently over-drained, ef-
forts are being made to enhance many historical wetlands 
and canals to restore them to a more natural state. These 
flood plain and wetland areas buffer flood flows, remove pol-
lutants from our surface waters, recharge groundwater and 
create diverse habitat systems for plants and animals. The 
Southwest Ranches Comprehensive Plan includes policies 
pertaining to flood plains and wetlands. The plan provides 
for protection and creation of surface waters, protection and 
wetlands preservation.

Source: Broward County Flood News, Summer 2018, 
Volume 24, Issue 1
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Tuesday August 15, 2023 at 7PM

Budget Workshop on Proposed Budget 

Thursday September 14, 2023 at 6PM

First Public Hearing for Tentative Milage (via resolution) and 
Budget Adoption for FY 2023-2024 (via ordinance – First 
Reading)

Final Fire Protection and SW special assessment adoption 
(via resolution)

Thursday September 28, 2023 at 6PM

Second Public Hearing for Final Milage (via resolution) and 
Budget Adoption for FY 2023-2024 (via ordinance – Second 
Reading)

  “ HOW TO DO BUSINESS WITH THE TOWN”

The Town welcomes participation from all vendors qualified 
to do business with the Town. 

Please visit the Procurement page on the Town’s website 
and complete the Vendor Application.

The following publicly held Budget
workshop/meetings will be in

Council Chambers

“ BUDGET WORKSHOPS 
AND BUDGET HEARINGS ” 

Show Your Town Spirit
SWR stickers are made for residents by the Country Estates Homeowners Association.

 Sticker’s are $1 each and are available at Town Hall, 13400 Griffin Rd.

In fur therance of the Town’s goal of preserving 
its rural lifestyle, the Town Council has given 
residents a simpler mechanism to build a barn 
that is in compliance with Florida statutory 
requirements. As such, the Town contracted 
with an architect who agreed to create a 
prototype barn drawing, in compliance with 
the Florida Building Code, which can be permitted for residents 
throughout the Town. The plans are for a three stall barn with a tack 
room. 

A Town resident looking to build a barn can simply purchase a pre-
drafted architectural plan from the Town, which they then can submit, 
at a reduced cost, and on an expedited basis, to get a permitted barn 
that will be in compliance with both state and local regulations. 

Please call or email Emily Aceti for more information: 
eaceti@southwestranches.org.



• Schools &
   Education Advisory
   Board Meeting -
   Town Hall 7 pm

• Code Hearing 
   Town Hall 9 am
• Broward County Property
Appraiser 
-Town Hall 10-12 pm

PHOTO BY: Lara Schwartzman

Calendar

BULK ZONE 7

BULK ZONE 1

BULK ZONE 8

BULK ZONE 2

BULK ZONE 8

BULK ZONE 3

BULK ZONE 9

BULK ZONE 9

BULK ZONE 4

BULK ZONE 10

BULK ZONE 5

BULK ZONE 11

BULK ZONE 6

BULK ZONE 12

BULK ZONE 1 BULK ZONE 2 BULK ZONE 3

BULK ZONE 10 BULK ZONE 11 BULK ZONE 12

BULK ZONE 7 BULK ZONE 8 BULK ZONE 9

BULK ZONE 4

BULK ZONE 10

BULK ZONE 5 BULK ZONE 6

Town Council Meeting 
Town Hall 7 pm

Town Council Meeting 
Town Hall 7 pm

• Sunshine Ranches 
   HOA Meeting 7:30 - 9pm
   Zoom

Budget Workshop on 
Proposed Budget
Town Hall 7 pm  
Parks, Recreation,
Forestry & Natural 
Resources Advisory
Board - Town Hall 7 pm

• Rolling Oaks Civic 
   Assn Meeting
   Rolling Oaks Barn
   17630 SW 56 Street – 7 pm

• Rural Public 
   Arts & Design Board Meeting
   Town Hall 7 pm

• Fire Advisory Board
  Meeting - Town Hall 7 pm

Comprehensive
Plan Advisory Board
Meeting - Town Hall 7 pm

Farmers’ Market
16290 Griffin Rd.
8:30-1:00 pm

Farmers’ Market
16290 Griffin Rd.
8:30-1:00 pm

Farmers’ Market
16290 Griffin Rd.
8:30-1:00 pm

Farmers’ Market
16290 Griffin Rd.
8:30-1:00 pm
Bingo at the Barn
 Dinner at 6 pm
 Bingo at 7 pm

• SWR Parks Foundation
Meeting - Town Hall 7 pm
• Country Estates HOA - Grace 
Baptist Church - 19200 
Griffin Rd - 7 pm

Please visit the Town website
www.southwestranches.org,

click on Town Resources, Garbage and 
Recycling, and once the page opens click on 

solid waste, bulk waste, and recycling
service lookup. 

Once the page opens, type in your address 
and you will be able to determine your bulk 

zone, bulk collection day, bulk dates for 2023, 
garbage and recycling collection days of the 

week and the Council District and 
representative.
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