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OUR COMMON GROUND

We Have To Share
Space With WildlifeWe Only Have 1 Earth

HISTORY AND
DISTRIBUTION

COYOTES ARE HERE TO STAY - WE HAVE CREATED A PERFECT SCENARIO FOR THEM
Coyotes have been present in the arid west and California throughout the Holocene (12,000 YA),
well before European colonization.
Coyote expansion began around 1900 as they moved out across the US and into South America.
Forest fragmentation and the extirpation of larger predators such as wolves, panthers and jaguars
enabled these expansions.
Land conversion from forests to agricultural fields and Everglades to housing developments, levies
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and agricultural fields.
Hybridization with dogs in the SE makes them more genetically inclined toward colonizing new
areas.

THEY LIVE IN PACKS

COYOTES DEFEND TERITORIES

Group size in protected habitats is typically five

Coyotes mark territory's boundaries with urine.

to six adults in addition to pups born that year.

Defend their space from all intruders, including

Packs consist of a dominant male and female

other coyotes.

(alpha pair), and extended family members

May lead larger dogs away from territory.

(betas and omegas).

Males may roam over territories as large as 36

Typically, only the alpha pair breeds, and

square miles, though females usually stay within

produces one litter a year.

a six square mile area.

Coyotes and People

NATURALLY SHY AWAY

HABITUATION CAUSES THE
PROBLEMS

Coyotes are rarely seen.

Coyote attacks on people are very
People Feeding Wildlife causes

When they see humans, they typically
watch from a distance out of

STATISTICS

wildlife to become habituated and
"comfortable" around people.

curiosity or run away and hide.

rare and were by habituated coyotes.

Perspective: More people are killed
by errant golf balls and flying
champagne corks each year than are

Fed Wildlife is Dead Wildlife-Don't
feed them, Haze them!

bitten by coyotes.

THEY INCREASE THEIR REPRODUCTIVE RATE WHEN

COYOTE
REMOVAL
MAKES THE
CHALLENGE
WORSE

"CONTROLLED"
coyotes can increase their reproductive rate by breeding at an earlier
age and having larger litters, with a higher survival rate among the
young. This allows populations to quickly bounce back.

HISTORY WILL REPEAT ITSELF IF WE ARE INTOLERANT
Impossible to completely eradicate coyotes from an area. Despite
bounties and large-scale efforts over the last 100 years, coyotes have
in fact expanded their range throughout the U.S. and Canada. One
study found that killing 75% of a population every year for 50 years
still did not exterminate the population.

WE MUST LEARN TO LIVE WITH COYOTES IN BALANCE
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Best Coyote Practices
CURIOSITY AND PLAY ARE OFTEN MISINTERPRETED AS BEING “BOLD” OR AGGRESSIVE-PAY CLOSE ATTENION
AND "PUFF UP, THEY HATE THAT!".

DISTANCE IS YOUR
FRIEND
Always keep your distance from coyotes

WALK AWAY WITH EYES
ON THE PRIZE
The minute you see a coyote, and especially if
he is approaching you, walk away from him and
keep walking, especially if you have a dog.

KEEP PETS LEASHED
AND INDOORS

THEY BITE THE HAND
THAT FEEDS
Never feed ANY wildlife, especially coyotes and

Don't allow pets to roam free
other apex predators

PROTECTING
YOUR SMALL
DOG

• Avoid using a flexi-leash
• Avoid walking near bushy areas or “edge zones”
• Stand or walk with other people, and/or larger dogs
• Avoid walking small dogs at dawn or dusk
• If a coyote gets too close for your comfort, and you can make
and maintain eye contact, leash your larger dog or pick up your
small dog, and haze the coyote). If the coyote doesn’t leave, it’s
likely there’s a den, pups, or food source that the coyote is
protecting. Don’t run. Leave the area calmly. Change your
routine to avoid this challenging area for awhile.

PROTECTING
YOUR
LIVESTOCK
AND POULTRY

For livestock and Poultry pen:
Electric fences on the outside of the fence-use multiple wires.
at least 3:
1) Ground level (~ 3" above ground)
2) Nose level (2.5' above ground)
3) Along the top of the fence

In your yard: Anatolian Shepherds to protect your animals.

For small yards:
Build chainlink fence enclosures for your livestock at night or
poultry. Chainlink should be in the following places:
1) On ground along edges of fence, inside and out just under
the grass and attached to the vertical fencing.
2) On top either angled out or roof over enclosure.
3) May want double walls around enclosure with a 4" or 5" or
more gap around.

RESOURCES-EDUCATE THE PUBLIC
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission- myfwc.com
Broward County Parks You Tube-Living
with Coyotes Workshop
Arizona Game and Fish-azgfd.com/wildlife
Humane Society-humanesociety.org
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